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MARSHALL UNIVERSITY 
ORAL HISTORY OF APPALACHIA 
HUNTINGTON_. WEST VIRGINIA 25701 
The Marshall University Oral History of Appalachia Program is an 
attempt to collect and preserve on tape the rich, yet rapidly disappearing 
oral and visual tradition of Appalachia by creating a central archive at 
the James E. Morrow Library on the Marshall campus. Valued as a source 
of original material for the scholarly community, the program also seeks 
to establish closer ties between the varied parts of the Appalachian region-
West Virginia, Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky. 
In the Spring of 1972, members of the Cabell-Wayne Historical Society 
joined with Dr. O. Norman Simpkins, Chairman, Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology, and Dr. Michael J, Galgano of the Department of History in 
establishing the program. The Historical Society and other community 
organizations provided the first financial support and equipment. In 
April 1974, the Oral History program received a three year development 
grant from the Marshall University Foundation allowing for expansion and 
refinement. In 1976, the program became affiliated with New York Times 
Microfilm Corporation of America. To date, approximately 4,200 pages of 
transcribed tapes have been published as part of the New York Times Oral 
History Program. These materials represent one of the largest single 
collections of Appalachian oral materials in existence. Royal ties· earned 
from the sale of the transcripts are earmarked for the continuation of 
the program. 
The first interviews were conducted by Marshall University History 
and Sociology students. Although students are currently involved in the 
program, many interviews are conducted by the Oral History staff. Graduate 
students are strongly encouraged to participate in the program by taking 
special topic courses in oral history under the supervision of Dr. Robert 
Maddox, program director since September 1978. 
The program seeks to establish contacts with as broad a variety of 
regional persons as possible. Farmers, physicians, miners, teachers, 
both men and women all comprise a significant portion of the collection. 
Two major types of interviews have been compiled: the whole life and 
the specific work experience. In the whole life category, the interviewer 
attempts to guide cubtly the interviewee through as much of his or her. life 
as can be remembered. The second type isolates a specific work or life 
experience peculiar to the Appalachian region and examines it in detail. 
Although both types of interviews are currently being conducted, emphasis 
is now placed on the specific work experience. Recent projects are concerned 
primarily with health care, coal mining, and the growth of labor organizations. 
Parts II and III of the Oral History of Appalachia collection were 
compiled by Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director, and processed by Ms. Brenda 
Perego. 
Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director 
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Albert B. Shock 1 
Introduction 
This interview with Albert Bernard Shock was conducted 
by Marshall University graduate student, Norman D. Munsey, at 
Mr. Shock I s home near Ireland, Lc·::is County, \'lest Virginia on 
February 24, 1980. 
Mr. Shock was born at Falls Mill, Bra::don County, ·.'/est 
Virginia on August 30, 1896. He is the son of a minister, a 
1.'forld '.'far I veteran, an ex school teacher, and a farrier. He 
uorked on ~orks Projects Administration jobs during the Great 
Depression and later for the 1:/est Virginia State Road Com-
mission. In 1974, Mr. Shock was forced to sell his house and 
lands at Falls Hill when the U.S. Army Corps of engineers 
constructed a dam on the Little Kanawha River near Burnsville, 
West Virginia. 
I.fr. Shock has an outstanding memory for names, places, 
and dates which, coupled with his rich background, makes this 
interview particularly valuable to researchers in folklore, 
sociology, genealogy, politics, and religion. v~. Shock is 
married to the former Bessie Casto and is the father of one 
son, Nason. 
BEGINNIHG OF SIDE 1, TAPE #1 
ABS: Kipling makes one of his characters say, "Now this I 
have seen, this I have read in a book, or this has been 
told to me." Did you ever read that one? 
NDM: No, I must be illiterate. (laughter) 
ABS: That's in the poem where the fellow died and tried to 
get into Heaven. 
NDM: Y..ipling? 
ABS: Yeah. 
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NDH: I - I haven't read much Kipling. I'm- I'm gonna have-
I have to plead ignorance there. Let's see. ~e can 
start with •••• Okay, let's- let's start out like this. 
1'/here were you born, Hr. Shock? I'd always thought you 
were from "the falls -. ~• 
ABS : I vtas born at Falls Hi 11 in that house that you knew as 
the Harrison Lowther House. 
NDM: Okay, I have a picture of that. 
ABS: .And I was born there on the Thirtieth of August, Eighteen 
and Ninety Six. 
NDM: That makes you how old now? 
ABS: I was eighty three the thirtieth day of last August. 
NDM: ~hew! Gracious! Ahh, let's see. Now your parents, your 
dad was. • • 
ABS: My father v1as Jacob Currence Shock. 
NDM: Jacob Currence Shock. Now, what was your mother's 
maiden name? 
~BS: And my mother was Emma Veith Shock. 
NDM: I didn't know that. 
ABS: Vay- ee - ay- tay- vay- ee- tay_~ vay- ee - tay- hah, Veith. 
L°spells and pronounces phonetically, "Vit".J 
NDM: Veith? And how do you- how is that name really pro--
nounced. I've always heard it pronounced • • • 
ABS: Grandad always pronounced it - that- "fight. 11 
!I 
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NDM: Uh-huh, okay. And your dad was a minister? 
NDM: And, uh, he, uh, entered the ministry I think. . . . 
I think he took out his license a year before I was born. 
NDM: Is that right? Methodist? 
ABS: And, uh. • • • Ee tho dist Protestant Church. 
NDM: Okay. Now, as the Gon of a r,1inister you moved around a 
lot. Ah, • • • 
ABS: '.'/hen I • • • 
NDM: ••• you must have. 
ABS: '."Then I was about a year old they moved to, uh, Randolph 
County and I think that it- into the-- Cherry Grove com-
munity. 
NDM: Hovi long vrnre yo-u- t-here? 
ABS: And, 1.·1ha. • • • \'./e were in Randolph three years. The 
first that I remember much about it vms after he had 
moved to Sugar Grove. And that was in about three miles 
above Pickens and Helvetia. (clears throat) Uh, I re-
member- I remember an incident that happened, and I 
don't know which place it happened. But he come in one 
day in the wintertime and he said to my mother- he al-
nays called her by her first name- he said, "Emma, I'm 
goin' take this boy with me." He said, "He'll see some-
thing that he may never see again in his lifetime." 
And he took me with him and-to where, uh, some people 
was moving into an empty house. And when we went to •• 
1,'le climbed over the-down off the snow with the banni-
ster of the second-story porch. 
NDM: Good gracious! 1/tJ'IJi 
• • 
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ABS: And they had- and they had a team of horses there with 
a sled- with the household goods on. And I can r emember 
seeing those felloTis move that furniture and household 
goods down on to that porch and carry I em do\mstairs-
in to the rooms dovmstairs where they wanted them. 
NDM: Good gracious! 
ABS: Now I think that was the winter of Eighteen and Ninety-
Nine. 
NDM: That much? That would be eight, ten feet of snow 
drifted up. 
ABS: Yes, I know it. We walked over the tops of the fences 
as we went. 
NDM: 
ABS: 
Good gracious! I never heard of that. 
qell, I - I can remember seeing that. And I was telling 
that one time before Marvin Burns' daughter- my grand-
niece - and she looked up at my sister, Texie, and said, 
"Did that ever happen?" She said, 11 He 1 s telling it just 
like it happened, but," she said, "I didn't think he 
could remember it. 11 
NDM: You, uh, mentioned your sister, Texie . Did you have any, 
uh, other brothers or sisters? 
ABS: I had a sister, Texie . She was the oldest living child. 
Ethel was the second living one and I was the third that 
lived. /tnd my brother that was seven years younger than 
me, Jacob- John Jacob- he, uh, was seven years younger 
than me and he died in 1924. 
NDM: Hum, what did •••• They- they lived around the falls? 
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ABS: R.C. Burns and, uh, lived at Green Hill. He was the 
farmer of the family. 
NDM: He wasn't the minister? 
ABS: No, there was •••• He had three brothers that was 
ministers. 
NDM: Now, I'd always heard that there Tiere five ministers 
come out of the old Bv.rns House . 
ABS: \"fell, there v!a s, but take it this way: Emery was one 
of them. He wa.s one- he ,·ms the first one that started 
to preach. Then ~illiam started to preach. Then Sam 
started to preach. And, uh, Sam's son •••• ~hat was 
Sam's boy's name that preached? (calls to his wife, 
Bessie, in the other room) (Mrs. Shock calls back but 
is unintelligable) 





Reese, was it Reese? . 
Reese, Reese. He was- he was Sam's son and he preached 
and then my sister's boy, Marvin, he was a preacher. 
That made the five out of the f amily. 
Gracious, gracious. 
And sister Ethel married Homer ~ellen and they had no 
children. 
NDM: Ah, I didn't know she'd married l{r. ','/ellen . Now, the 
last place you remember, the big snov,, where- v1here 
was that, Sugar Grove? 
_'\BS: Eh, I think- I think it must have been over at Cherry 
Grove. 
NDM: Cherry Grove, okay. 
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ABS: I think that it was•at Cherry Grove because I think 
that was the fall we moved to Sugar Grove. 
NDM:: Okay, where did you go from Cherry Grove? Could you 
remember the different places your dad ••• 
ABS: ~ell, I'm a telling you, we moved from Cherry Grove down 
to, uh, Sugar Grove on to a man by the name of 'Jeese' s 
place-Clayborn ~'Jeese' s farm, an empty house that he 
had. And then after they built the parsonage and had 
no, uh, pastor to fill it, I-they ha:i Dad move up into 
it 'till he got a work again. A year or two that they 
wouldn't assign him a work because he was a local prea-
cher and hadn't finished his course to-to be ordained 
as an elder. 
NDM: You hRd to go through a course to become an elder? 
ABS: You had to take a •••• You had to study and take a 
test before an examining board in the church. 
NDM: Hum, I'd never heard that. And you went from Sugar 
Grove •••• You remember all of the other places that 
you • • • 
ABS: .And 1.·1hen we left Randolph County we move to, uh, Hacker 
Valley in \'lebster County. 
NDH: I know that-I know that place. 
ABS: And Dad was there three years as a preacher, from Nine-
teen and One 'till Nineteen and Four. 
I\DM: UM. 
ABS: And from there, they moved him down to Liverpool that 
was on the line betv;een Roane and Jackson County. 
NDM:: Liverpool. Is it still there? I've never he~rd of it. 
Albert B. Shock 7 
ABS: Yes sir, Liverpool is still there. 
NDM: I've never heard of Liverpool. I thought I knew them all. 
ABS: And, uh, he was there one year, No, he was there eleven 
months because they shortened the year, but it was the-
it was the conference year. 
NDH: iiliat do you mean by conference? Im i gnorant. 
ABS: \foll • • • 
NDM: You have to--you have to help- you have to excuse an 
ignorant person. 
ABS: They, uh- they had a conference every year and reassigned 
the preachers. 
NDM: Ah, vrhy- why so- why did they move the ministers around 
so much? 
ABS: Well • • • 
NDM: Now, this doesn't make sense to me. 
ABS: Well - well here's where it was. Uh, sometimes a preacher 
would make good on a run- dovm church or a run- dovm 
circuit. 
NDM: Um- huh • 
. '\BS: And they I d move him from one- when he got that one built 
up- they'd move him to another run-down one to help 
build it up and that was my dad's job- most of the time-
v:hile he preached for twenty years, twenty years that he 
was in the ministry. 
NDM: This is why he didn't stay in any one place too long? 
ABS: Um-huh. And, uh, (squeeking chair) from Liverpool, 




NDM: Like Pullman Car'? 
ABS: Yes, Maam. 
NDM: (laughs) Don't call me Maam. 
ABS: Sir! 
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NDM: That's better. (laughs) Maa.m! Okay. 
ABS: l'..nd he was there. • • • Let's see, he was down in, uh-
at Liverpool, Nineteen Four and Five. He moved from Pull-
man the fall of Hineteen and Seven. Then they moved him 
over to Grove in Doddridge County. 
NDM: Grove'? Like a grove of trees? 
ABS: G-R·-0- V-E. 
NDM: I'll be darned. A..nother one I don't know. 
ABS: And, uh, (clears throat) he was there two years from •• 
• • Are you putting dovm the dates'? 
NDH: N-no, I'm just writing dovm the spelling so I can get 
this right. 
ABS: And he was at Grove from Eineteen and Seven 'til Nine-
teen and Nine. And we moved from Pullman in road wagons. 
l'TDI,~: ','Jha t ' s a road wagon'? 
ABS: ~ell, it's a wagon that's pulled by horses on the road. 
NDH: 1.'Jhat? 
ABS: And •••• Did you never see a road wagon'? 
NDM: I've seen wagons, but I just said, "There goes a wagon." 
I never said, "There goes a road wagon." 
ABS: There was-there \'!as a little difference in the way 
wagons was built. The road wagon vtas heavy enough to 
()WU 
.1 
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carry a load of two or three tons. 
NDM: Ah, oh. 
ABS: And a sprint; wagon was made so it would carry a - a 
lighter load and had springs so it sprung up and dO\'m. 
NDM: Road wagons didn't have springs? 
ABS: Road wagon had no spring r:ha tever. 
NDH: Is that where the expression co:-Jes from, "rides like a 
road vmgon 11 ? 
ABS: That's exactly where it's come from. 
NDM: I've heard that all my life. 
ABS: \'Jell, now that's v.rhere it come from. And, (clears throat) 










And load and unload. 
\'londerful roads. 
AI-Jd from Grove he moved to Duffy in Lewis County. 
Eyah, I know Duffy •. 
And he vras there from lrineteen and Nine I til Nineteen and 
Eleven. 
Is, uh. • • • It's the same church that's still stand-
ing over at Duffy? Hov;-okay. 
ABS: Same church. 
NDM: ~ell, it's about time you were getting back to the 
11 fallsr1. '.'Jhere did you go after that? 
ABS: Nineteen Eleven, that is. 
NDM: Yeah. 
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ABS: And then, they took him back to Pullman. They'd had 
trouble in their church out there-with their preachers-
and they took him back to Pullman again. 
NDM: Really? 
NDH: And they took him back with the understanding that 
they'd keep him as long as he'd stay. 
NDM: Didn't you-didn't you like Pullman? 
ABS: Huh? 
NDM: Did he like Pullman? 
ABS: It was a nice tov.rn, good-good people. 
NDM: How long did you stay there? 
ABS: He stayed there from Nineteen and Eleven until N"ineteen 
and Sixteen. 
NDM: Hum. 
ABS: And this is Nineteen Five to Seven. 
NDM: Yeah, w •••• I was just doing this for spelling. 
Uh ••• 
ABS: And I have a picture of the house when I was at Pullman. 
NDM: Is the church still standing at Pullman. 
ABS: They built a new church. 
NDM: Do you have any pictures of the old one? 
ABS: No, I don't ha •••• The picture that I have of the old 
one, you- I don't think you could reproduce. It was made 
on a one minute camera. 
NDM: Oh, those things, yeah. 
ABS: And it's not good. I have some pictures of it when they 
was putting the metal roof on it. 
NDM: ITell, we can look at those later, sure. 
a>r14 
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ABS: If I can find it. 
NDM: And you were in •• • • 1911 to 1916, that's five years. 
ABS: Yes, stayed there five years that time and ••• 
NDM: You were ••• 
ABS: • • • his- his throat gave out on him and, uh, he had to 
quit. And then he moved back to the "falls." 
r,rnM: You say his throat gave out? 
ABS: Yes. 
NDM: i.7as he hell - fire and brimstone?. 
ABS: 'J ell, he never had had a strong throat • • • 
NDi-:i: : Uh-huh . 
ABS: • • • and he took a case of uvulitis and had to have the 
uvula lJartly removed. 
FDM: Really? 
ABS: And he couldn't- he couldn't talk for any length of time 
without bothering his throat. (1 minute interruption) 
NDH: He had to have his uvula clipped? 
ABS: Yeah. 
NDM: I'll- I'll be doggoned. I - I - I - I've had it done when 
I was a kid and I - and, uh, I thought I was the only 
person in the world that ever had it- had it done. 
ABS: Yeah. (NDM: clears throat) He had it done and a local 
doctor did the work. 
NDM: A local doctor? I'll be durned. 
ABS: Right there in his office in the tovm. 
NDI-I: Good Lord! Anesthetic? 
ABS: I - I don't think so ••• 
NDM: Good Lord. 
ABS: ••• and the nearest hospital was Parkersburg- or 
aM 
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Cincinnatti- or Baltimore at that time. 
NDM: Goodness. You know, since you've mentioned doctors, uh, 
what were the doctors like ba ck then? 
ABS: \'fell, the doc tors lived in our local community and they 
made housc calls. Doc Bennett was at Hacker Valley there 
for years and later moved to - Buckhannon and doctored 









I've never heard of a Doctor Bennett, uh, wha- wha • • • 
Doctor 0.0, Bennett, and he married a nephew of, uh-
Bessie's, uh, aunt by marri • ••• Er, he married a 
neice of Bessie's Aunt Nanny- husband. 
Oh, okay, I think I have that. 1.'fhat, uh ••• 
Her mother was a Lunceford- or his wife's mother was a 
Lunceford. 
L- U- N- D- S- F- 0- R- D? 
L- U- N- C- E- F- 0- R- D. 
L- U-N-C- E- F- 0- R- D? I've never hea rd of that name. 
Uell, there vrnre lots of 'em back in \'lebster County, a 
whole big family of 'em. 01' Theofisil •• • • Theo -
philis was the father of 'em. 
NDM: Hum . 
ABS: And he was a wonderful scribe . 
NDM: You mean orthography? 
ABS: Theophilis, no he was a penman. 
NDM: ~hat's the difference between orthography and ••• 
ABS: Orthography wac spelling. 
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'bout doctors-Dr. Bennett, uh, what, you know, this •••• 
To a person • • • 
Now:. • • 
• • • now to go in and get their uvula clipped with no 
anesthetic-did he have anesthetic or- what? Or just go 
in and have it clipped? 
ABS: He just went in and-and sit down in the chair and put 
his hand back this way ( i:;estures) and opened his mouth 
and the doctor reached back in there with his instrument, 
clipped it off, and put a little dope on it to keep it 











No stitches? Just ••• 
That's the way it was. 
Good Lord! Then a-then after you move ••• 
And Dr. I.C.Vl. Fling did that. 
I.C.W. Flemm? 
Fling, F-1-I-N- G. 
F-1-I-N-G. 
Issac Clark Woodward Fling was the doctor ••• 
Fling. 
••• that did that for him. There were other doctors 
in town. · \:Then we lived there in Pullman, uh-during 
the time vre lived there- there was Doc Joe Eddy, old 
Doc Richards, and, uh, Doc, uh, Hayhurst, and Doc Fling. 
And, uh, our dentist was, uh-uh, George C. Howard. 
NDM: 'Jhat was it like going to the dentist back then? 
(UJJ 
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ABS: You went in and sit down and if your tooth had to be 
pulled he yanked it out. 
NDM: No anesthetic? 
ABS: No anesthetic, no numbing, and he did his ovm, uh, 
taking, uh, impressions and making the plates- right 
there in his o\1r.-i office. 
NDM: Drilling, pulling, 1 n extraction, all that with no 
anesthetic? 
ABS: He- he did have some kind of stuff that, uh- that he 
r1ould squirt into a tooth where the nerve was exposed 
and kinda deaden it . Then he'd take that out and he 
had to fill the tooth. 
NDM: V,hat about an absessed tooth? Today, they v:on' t even 
pull an abset tooth-absessed tooth until they get the 
infection down. 
ABS: \'/ell, back then, you didn't often have a tooth unle-
pulled unless it was absessed or broke off. 
NDM: But, you mean they pulled absessed teeth? You know, 
today a dentist won't touch a tooth if ••• 
ABS: I know they don't. 
:NDM: • • • it I s - until they can kill the infection. Then 
they'll take it out. 
ABS: I know that. 
NDM: Gosh, that- that could create problems and spread the 
infection. That's why they don't do it. 
ABS: But, (clears throat) uh, antiseptic that they used, 
they used ema • • • ( u.niden tified noise) • • • a tooth 
like that was warm salt water. 
NDM: \'farm salt water, good as any. Uh, now after you got 
a1/hf 
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back to- to Falls ~lill • • • 
.ABS: Yeah, we got back to Falls Hill. 
NDM: ~·mat r:as your dad, a farmer then? 
ABS: And we farmed what we could on the little patch there and 
lived the best we could. 
NDM: Your dad still perforr.ied marriages, I know. 
ABS: Oh yes, he still had his lic ense to, uh, prea ch--had as 
long as he lived. But, uh, (clears throat) it was a-
he, uh, took what ue called first a supernumerary rela-
tion and, uh, (Hrs. Shock makes noise in the kitchen) 
later on they put him on the super- annuated list. And 
when they put him on the super- annuated list they-
they gave him their, uh- they called it a pension plan-
and the most he ever got in a year from his pension plan 
was ninety dollars. 
NDM: A year? 
ABS: A year! 
NDM: Oh, it payed to be a pre,J.cher, didn't it? 
ABS: .And when he Vient to th:Ls pla ce up there in, uh, Ran-
dolph County to preach on his first circuit they'd 
promised him a hundred and fifty dollars a year salary. 
NDM: A hundred and fifty dollars. 
ABS: .A hundred and fifty dollars a year- salary. That was 
what he had to live on with, uh, three kids and his wife. 
NDM: How did you make out? How could you make out • • • 
ABS: And, uh, this one appointment- in the fall - they decided 
they'd make- that he accepted donations of, uh, produce-
at market 
ment they 
price- on his salary. And this one appoint -
v,en t around a.11.d made up a wagon-load of produce 
WM 
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to bring to him and practically all of it was cabbaGB• 
NDM: Oooh. 
ABS: A wagon-load of cabbage. And it (chair squeeking) 
rained all day the day they brought it ·in. It took 'em 
all day to make the trip from the appointment to the--
where \','e Has living. /\.nd it come a freeze that night and 
we got one mess of cabbage out of that wagon-load. (chair 
squeeking) The rest of it was froze 'til it wasn't fit 
to use. 
NDM: One? 
ABS: • • • got to unload 'em. 
NDM: One? 
ABS: One mess of cabbage. Mother took one head in that night 
and that's what we got out of that ~agon-load of cabbage. 
And that was-that was his salary from that appointment 
for that year. 
NDH: '.:tell, how did you make out? (ABS: clears throat) How 
did he make out the rest of the year? 
ABS: ITell, he went and worked in the timber woods during the 
week. He worked back on Rich M'ountain. 
NDM: Yes, I know vhere that is. 







Desert, he helped cut the timber out of Desert. 
D-E-S-E-R-T, like the Mojave Desert? 
Yeah. 
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NDM: I'll be darned. 
ABS: And •• ~ • You want to know where that was? When you 
get up on Hodom ~fountain, you look right dO\m over that 
point there into the head of Desert. 
HDVi: Hodo m go u..ri tain? 
ABS: Yes. That's, uh, just after you-as you go on Route 20 
to 0;rard i.'Jebster Springs-that I s just after you go through 
Hacker Valley and the first mountain you climb is Hodom 
Mountain. 
NDM: I knov1 where • • • 
ABS: And when you get to the top of it-just before you start 
dov:n-you can stop there and go out and look over and 
look right dovm into Desert. 
ED:M: Okay. Is it-is it •••• It's not there anymore? 
ABS: Huh? 
NDM: Is-it's not there anymore is it? 
ABS: \'/hat? 
NDM: The town of Desert. 
ABS: I-To, i t-i t-i t vras just the name of the run. 
HDM: Okay, okay, okay. 
ABS: • • • name of the run. 
NDM: Okay. (ABS: clears throat) Uh, now how would you 
about •• • • '/!hen you came back to Falls Mill, how old 
were you then? 
ABS: ;.·Jell, let me study. 1ile moved back there in Six-the fall 
of Sixteen. I was twenty years old. 
Nm,r: Twenty. You'd had, uh-you'd had schooling, of course, 
everywhere you'd been ••• 
[{/13-t 
,1 
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ABS: Well ••• 
NDM: ••• uh, I'd like to talk about your early schooling. 
ABS: \:Jhen-v1hen vrn li ved-·when vie lived at the Weese place up 
there at Sucar Grove, Hot11er and Dad had to come dO\m to 
see Grandad Veith because, uh, they thought he v:as going 
die. And they come dovm to be there in case he died. 
NDM: That v.ras Franz Veith, wc1.sn't it? 










Okay, I'm getting it straight now. 
Mother was a twin. 
I didn't lrnow that. 
Yes, she was the oldest one of the family. She was about 
an hour older than Frank Veith. 
HDM: Oh. 
ABS:· And I think they v.ras ten children in the family. Anton 
was the youngest. 
1-YDM: He was the youngest? 
ABS: He v,ras the baby and, uh, ( cl ears throat) uh, the re v,as a 
neighbor lady that was supposed to come in and take care 
of Ethel and Texie-and Ethel and me-and see that Texie 
and Ethel got to school, and baby-sit me during the day-
time. She never shovrnd up. So Texie done-was, uh, in 
her early teens. She tended to the cooking and house-work 
-Vlhat she could-and they took me to school. And I 
think the teacher was a Hrs. Johnson, if I remember right. 
<HJ✓! 
NDM: 
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And when she called up the first grade class •••• 
They had the old McG~ffy's First Reader and the first 
lesson in it vas--h~d a picture of a cat on a mat in 
front of a fire. And it was printed here, "the cat, the 
mat. The cat is on the mat." That was the first lenson. 
How you vrnre. • . . They were just taking you to school 
to baby-sit you then, weren't they? 
ABS: Yeah. I-I was-must have been about four years old. 
NDM: So you actually started ~ school when you were four? 
ABS: And, uh, so she took me up on her lap-with the other 
class-and when my turn came to recite she took me up on 
her lap and she said, 11 Do you know this letter?"-they 
taught me my letters-and I said, "T." She pointed to 
the next one. "H. 11 She pointed to "E" and they'd told 
me that "E" was like a mouse squeeking and I said, 
"eeeh!" and she jumped and pert' near dropped me off her 
lap. (laughs ) I can remember that just as well as if 
it ha~pened yesterday. 
NDM: Really. 
ABS: And there was a right smart of snow came while they were 
gone and the neie;hbors lived dO\'m below us-a Mr. Tinney-
he, uh, took his ox team and hooked to a pretty smart 
sized log he had in the woodyard-for wood-and broke 
a road for his children and right past our place up to 
the school house. 
NDM: 'ilhere v1as the schoolhouse then? 
.'I 
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ABS: It was back up on the hill. \'le lived dovm the head of a 
hollow and Mr. Tinney lived on dovm the run belov1 us a 
ways. Tinney lived where Doc :Shock later bought up there. 
And (clears throat) that was my first schooling. And by 
the time we got to Eacker Valley, well I was in school 
pretty regularly. We had a thres months school. 
NDM: Three months? 
ABS: Three months school. And of the teachers that I went to 
school at Hacker Valley, ~~ary V./illiams taught two winters 
and Emma Boggs taught one winter. 
NDM: Emma Boggs, of the "Big Andy" Boggs family? 
ABS: Well, she was a dsscendari.t of that family, I think. She 




Oh, I - I see. 
And, ~h, she had all grades and some of the upper grade 
pupils vrnre grown men. 
NDM: You said "all grades", you mean one to eight? 
ABS: One to eight. No, they didn't have eight grades then. 
If you got to the fourth reader, why you was ready to 
quit. ( NDM: laughs) If you got j_n the fifth reader you 
was extry fur along and if you was able to work in the 
Ray's Fourth Arithmatic and read in the sixth reader you 
v~as fur enough along to teach school. 
NDM: Good gracious! \'Jhy don't we stop here, Mr. Shock, and 
turn this tape over-take a rest? 
ABS:: Anything you wanta do. 
END OF SIDE ONE 
Albert B. Shock 21 
BEGIN SIDE TWO 
NDM: Like I said, I was talkin' to Robert I<".idd-I met him up 
at Goose Bay, Labradour, of all places- and he said that 
when he taught school, back in the, I guess, the Twenties, 
that he had to be able to whip some of his students. 
ABS: You had to be able to ~hip the biggest boy in school-
or the biggest ~irl. (Mrs. Shock rattling stove lids in 
the kitchen) 
NDM: The biggest girl? 
ABS: The biggest boy or the biggest girl or they'd take you 
out. 
· NDM: Did you ever have to do that? Oh, we'll get to that 
lat er, anyway. Do you • • • 
ABS: When I-when I was over in Monongalia County I had 
one Russian boy, and he rms a Bolshevik. "He not do any-
thing he want not-not v..-an t to do." And one day, he did 
something-I don't remember whc::.t it was now. I told him 
to settle dovm. "I not do it. 11 I grabbed him by the back 
of the neck and he pulled a lmife on me. He pulled the 
knife with, ah-in his hand to stroke at me and I struck 
dovm on his wrist, knocked it out of h:;.s hand and give 
him a good shaking. I knew a whipping wouldn't do any 
good because his dad whipped him like he was whipping on 
a post. 
And when I got through and got him settled dovm 
1 til he agreed to do what I told him to, Johnny Clif-
ford was sit ting just behind him. He got dovm and was 
aro-\·:as a messin I around on the floor and I said, 
atY 
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"Johnny, vthat are you doing?" He said, "I'm helpin', 
uh, Tony pick up his freckles that you shook off." 
(laughter) 
NDM: Oh! Oh, get the Shocks startin to lyin'-oh, oh. 
ABS: \'Jell, I went to school at Hacker Valley to those tr,o 
teachers and I reckon I was just as ornery as any sch-
kid in school and (clears throat) some of them got mad 
at Miss Boggs and took the kids out of school-there 
\'!a.sn' t any compulsory at tendence lav:-and when school 
ended, just Texie and Ethel and me-and Fannie Mick was 
staying Vlith us-was the ones that she finished school 
Vii th. 
NDM: ~hy did they get mad at her? 
ABS: I don't know what went wrong but there was something 
that they didn't like about the way she taught. 
NDM: Hum. 
ABS: They took the kids out of school. Jell, when we moved 
to, uh, Liverpool there was a young fellow by the name 
of Fleming vms our teacher. Course, we only went to 
school there one winter. And, uh, when we moved to 
Pullman, Ishmael Hull was the teacher of the first four 
grades. They had a two room school there. 
NDM: Big school. 
ABS: Yes, it-it was a big school. Ishmael Hull had the first, 
uh, four grades and Emery Clayton had the upper grades 
that year. And the next year, uh, Sister Texie had the 










\'/ho I s that? 
A. Hayes Elliott. 
How would you spell Ahez? 
A-the initial- H-A-Y-E-S • 
Oh, okay, I'm with you now. 
• • • Elliott. 
Elliott. 
He had the upper grades. 
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• • 
And when vrn moved to, uh, Grove, Ella Reed taught 
the two--the school both years. I have a picture of the 
school, somewhere here. 
NDM: Good, I'll try and copy it if-if- if you don't mind. 
ABS: And (clears throat) the first year, Ethel went to school. 
Jacob was too young to go to school but he's in the 
picture. And, uh, the second year she had some picks 
and favorites and (squeeking chair) I was, uh-I reckon 
I was working ahead of my schedule because I'd got over 
into fractions and had the "John Jones Problem 11 in Ray's 
Third Ari th1:1a tic and I couldn't understand it. 
NDM: The what problem? 
ABS: The "John Jones Estate Problem." You never heard of 
that, did you? 
NDM: No, I never did. It was ••• 
ABS: It was a problem where there's an estate being divided 
up so and so ••• 
NDM: Oh • • • 
ABS: • • • and you had to figure out what-V1hat the share was. 
NDM: Oh. 
ABS: And, uh, (clears t~ couldn't understand it and 
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I'd worked on it until I was woozy-headed. She-she'd 
sit down and solved it for me but she hadn't told me 
anything about how it was done. She'd just worked it 
out,-said, "There it is. 11 So, I-I studie1l about it and 
I tried to get her to explain it to me and she didn't 
and she said, 11'::ell, 11 she said, "no use tryin' to explain 
anything to you, anyhow·. You're nothing but a half idiot. 11 
And, uh ••• 
NDM: Good technique, wasn't it? 
ABS: ••• she'd been to Glenville and she had a real edu-
cation. She'd been there six weeks and she knowed just 
about all there was to know. 
And, uh, some of the boys, like they always did on 
a preacher~ boy in a new neighborhood, they imposed on 
me. I .couldn't fight more than two or three of them at a 
time and so finally, one day, gathered my books and went 
home. 
Well, as I said, there wasn't any attendance law 
then and Mother said, u;ahat do you mean, bringing your 
books home?" I said,"I quit school." I said, I'm not 
going back there anymore. 11 She said, 11 \','ha t are you gone 
do?" I said, "I'm going to study at home." Mother had 
taught school on a third grade certificate; Texie and 
Ethel had both taught on a second grade; and Dad had 
taught on a first grade. And (sound of rustling paper) 
he was pretty good in arithmatic-and English too. 
So, when he come home- he was away at a (unintelli-
gable word) meeting-he come home for the v:eekend. He 
said, (sound of squeeking chair) "Your mother tells me 
d11J 
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you quit school." I said, "Yes." Ee wanted to k.nov; why. 
I told ·him. · I didn't know what had happened but he had 
stopped at the store and L edrov1 Chapnan, the merchant and 
postmaster, (Hife rattling stove lids in the kitchen) had 
told him how .I'd been treated. His kids had gone homG and 
told him what had gone on. I said, "I've quit school." 
(squeeking chair) He said, "You're a little young for 
that. 11 Ee said, 11~'Jhat-what are you going to do now? 11 
I said, 11 I'm gonna study at home." He said, "'Jhen you 
hit a proposition you can't handle, 1.-.rhat are you gone do? 11 
I said, "You can help me with it and Mother can help 
with-me with it." I said, "You've both been teachers." 
"Well, 11 he said, "alright." So, instead of getting out 
and playing in the daytime, while school was in session, 
I stayed in the house a,id I worked those books over as 
hard as I could and when I'd get to a proposition that 
I couldn't do anything with, if ifother couldn't handle it, 
we'd lay it aside until Dad come home or the girls come 
home for the weekend and (clears throat) then I'd work 
it out. 
And we left there and went to Duffy. And when Vie 
got to Duffy, Ethel got the school there at Duffy that 
year. I went to school to her. And, uh, the next year, 
Earl McQu·ain taught and I thought--and I thought I was 
getting along pretty good in school, so thJre at Duffy-
in the fall of the year-I'd go home at recess and help 
gather the garden in and I done the burying of the pota-
toes and the root crops and stuff like that-that could 
Albert B. Shock 26 
be buried out in the garden- I done that at noon and re-
cess and evening &nd morning and went to school. 
And v1hen we move back to Pullman, uh, I vms up in 
the upper grades then and J. Henry Bruffy (wife makes 
noise at the stove) was the teacher of the upper grades. 
(clears throat) And, uh, uh, the county superint endent 
(pa.per rattling) come out and he told us that the~' was 
allowing the pupils in the upper grades to take an ex-
amine.tion and get a diploma- if they could make the grades. 
Uh, teacher would hold the exam.nation and, uh, 
the papers vrould be sent to the county superintendent's 
office. They'd be graded and the results would be sent 
to Charleston and-- if they had made the grades above 
seventy in all branches- that they could get their 
diploma • 
. And so, I thought I was fur enough along to do that 
and Nason Conway thought he was fur enough along. We 
were the only two in the school that decided we could 
take the examination and make a diploma. 
NDM: You say, Ha than, or l!ason? 
ABS: 1'Y- A-S-O-N. 
NDM:: Just like your son. 
ABS: Yeah, that's where I got his name. 
NDM: Okay. (telephone ringing) 
ABS: And so, (telephone rin6ing) we told Mr. Bruffy that 
we vmnted to take the examination and he said • • 
11 I don't know whether you fellers can mal~e it or not," 
he said. ( Virs. Shock I s voice in the background ansviering 
the telephone). He'd •• took the teacher's examination. 
a:M 
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(~~s. Shock from the next room: Norman I you're wanted 
on the phone.) 
NDM: Excuse me just a minute. 
(on minute break) 
NDM: Now, you • • • 
ABS: You ready? 
lrDM: ••• did pass- you did pass the, uh ••• 















. . • the examination. • • 
. . • on the twenty. • • 
• • • you passed it didn't you? 
. . • on the twenty-ninth day of February and the first 
c..ay of 11arch, I'Tineteen and Twelve, we took the examina-
tion. 
1912. 
And, uh, we both passed. And the county superintendent 
had a graduation exercise at Burnt House. 
At where? 
Burnt House. 
Where's that, Roane County? 
In Ritchie - in Ritchie County. 
Ritchie. 
And, uh, we went-we rode horseback and went over to 
Burnt House for the • • • 
Ceremony? 
• • • eh, ceremony. 
NDM: Yeah. 
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ABS: And (clears throat) then in the spring I got ahold 
of a magazine that had an offer in it that said the first 
so many people that applied- the first so many applicants 
that applied to Carnegie College for a correspondence 
course- would get a--scholarship. 
NDM: Carnegie College, now where's that? 
ABS: At Rogers, Ohio, it was then . So, I wrote to 'em and 
they s en t me a scholarship and I could take any course 
that they offered by mail for fifte en dollars enroll-
ment fee. 
NDM: You took that course by mail? 
ABS: I took it by mail. So I looked over their courses and 
I decided that the normal course was the one I wanted 
to tah:e. 
NDM: \'./11.at do you mean, normal course? 
ABS: That's what they called it. 










And that was the one that they pa- they gave in the 
normal schools in \'lest Virginia • • • 
And at that time, normal schools ••• 
• • • and normal • • • 
• • • teachers college • • • 
. . • normal school vms a t€'achers college. 
Okay. 
And so, I went to \'/Ork on that. 
to finish. 
It took me three years 
;"/hat did you do in the mea.ntime, uh, other than study? 
Did you work? 
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ABS: ',"tell, in the sume1er-time, I worked on the farms - v:hen 
wasn't busy studying or helping with the garden work. 
And I had a place fixed up on the upper porch of the 
house there that looked dO\Tfl 
NDM: Nov,, this nas the Falls Hill? 
ABS: No, this was at Pullman. 
NDM: At Pullman, okay. 
on the ball ground. 
I 
old 
ABS: And I'd sit up there and concentrate on the studies and 
ansrrnring those questions while the other boys in tovm 
v,ere dovm there playing ball--in sight of me. 
NDM: That was pretty hard at times, wasn't it? 
ABS: It vms pretty hard at times, especially of a hot summer 
afternoon. And before I got through the course, Dad and 
Ethel and me went into it and we ordered a typewriter and 
I got a lot of it done by typing. But, it wasn't any-
thing unusual for me to send a four ·ou- ounce, uh, enve-
an envelope of four ounces of that, uh, written work to 
them, at a time, by mail. 
i1TDH: You know, I think we I re about out on this side, Hr. Shock. 
~e'd better just stop this and stick another cartridge in. 
ABS: Okay. (clears throat) 
END OF TAPE HUM.BER ONE 
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Albert B. Shock Interview Number 2, tape number 2. 
March, 8 1980 
This interview, conducted by Norman D. Munsey of the 
Marshall University Oral History of Appalachia Program, was 
recorded at Mr. Shock's home near Ireland, West Virginia. 
Mr. Munsey has known Mr. Shock from earliest boyhood and is 
familiar with many of the individuals mentioned and is very 
familiar with the community of Falls Mill, West Virginia and 
the surrounding area. 
Tape Number 2 is a continuation of an interview series 
begun of Feburary 24, 1980. In this second interview Mr. 
Shock talks about his schooling, World War I, teaching in 
rural schools, immigration to the West Virginia coal fields, 
The Great Depression, the mill at Falls Mill, horse trading, 
mineral deposits in the Falls Mill area, and stories that he 
had heard about the legendary 11 Big Andy" Boggs. 
BEGIN TAPE NUMBER TWO 
NDM: Vir. Shock, the last time I was here, we talked about your 
earlier life, and your schooling, one or two tall tales. 
And, I believe, you had just finished three years courses at 
Carnegie College. Ah, what did you do for schooling after 
you'd finished the co-college courses? 
ABS: Well, to make it come out right, I taught one year and then, 
the next fall, I went to Pennsboro to high school. And that 
came about because I got kinda fussed up. I was to contract 
a school out, uh, at what they called the Mt. Zion School in 
Ritchie County. And, uh, another fellow went out and told the 
trustees that I had already contracted the Straight Fork 
School and he took the school, got them to contract it to him, 
and I found it out. 
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So, when the morning that school started at Pennsboro, 
I, uh told Mother- we was working apples- and I told her, I 
said, "If, uh, I was ready to catch that train to Pennsboro, 
I'd go to school." And she says, "I don't think you can catch 
it but, uh, you, you get your clothes on and I'll fix your 
breakfast. 11 So she did. And then she said, "What'll you do for 
money?" I said, 11 I've got a bunch of nickels saved up that 
I've been a saving for years and I'm- use that until it's gone. 11 
And I went up, filled my pockets full of nickels, went down, 
and I got, uh, to the little railroad station there in Pullman 
just as they was backing up to load up to pull out. And I got 
on the train and went over and enrolled in high school. 
And, uh, :Mike Duty owned the bigger portion of the rail-
road- he called it the Lorama: after his wife- and (clears 
throat) he would give a person, uh, that rode steady, a reduced 
rate. And so I went down and_seen him and he gave me a pass 
and I rode that backward and foreward for part of the time 
that fall and for over a month I rode the train and rode horse-
back the nine miles out there and back to school. 
And when the roads got bad, and the weather got bad, I 
rented a room of, uh, \'lidow Pratt- lived down next to the fair-
ground. And, uh, I, ah, batched and went to school there and, 
and when a month was about gone I •••• Another preacher's 
boy was coming to school. He moved in at Ellenborough and he 
found out that he co •••• Come down to my place one night to 
copy the notes on some of the subjects that, uh, he hadn't, .uh, 
that he'd missed so he could study up on it and make his grade. 
And he decided he wanted to room with me so we split on the 
cost and the grub and roomed there and went through Pennsboro 
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that year. 
And back then you could, if you could handle the subjects, 
you could take extra work. And I carried five subjects that 
winter. Uh, it wasn't so hard on me because I'd already done 
this college V/Ork before that • .tn1d then in the f...,-a,fl we 
moved back to Falls :Mill. 
NDM: Um- huh. 
ABS: And 1 uh, I taught that winter- again- and the next winter, and 
then I was called into the army. And, uh, after I was dis-
charged from the army in December, Nineteen and Eighteen, I, I, 
uh, taught two months at, uh, Posey Run. 
And, uh, then the next year, I went down below Burnsville 
to teach and I got, uh, to talking to the professor there and 
the English teacher and they agreed that if the work was up to 
high school standards- that I'd taken by correspondence- that, 
uh, they'd give me credit for what they could of it. And I 
took the books and the manuscripts that I had written in-
that had been returned to me and graded- to them for grade, for 
checking and grading, and when they checked them over, they 
found out that, uh, I had had the same work that the professor 
had had, uh, at Glenville State College and I had covered the 
same work, in the same subjects, that they had. 
So they gave em credit for that and, uh, I done some 
studying biology and some other subjects outside and went in, 
paid them the same rate per hour that, uh, they got for work-
ing the school room. I'd go in on Saturday and, uh, go over the 
weeks work that they'd given in the class and paid them by the 
hour (Mrs. Shock making noise at the stove) for what time they 
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spent with me and made enough credits that the next year I 
went in and, uh, finished and graduated from high school there. 
NDM: You graduated at Burnsville? 
ABS: I graduated at Burnsville in Nineteen and Twenty One. And there 
was only four in the graduating class. That was the class that, 
uh, was graduating after the First World War. 
NDM: Okay, you mentioned earlier- you talked about "contract a 
school." \'/hat do you mean by that? 
ABS: Well, you ·wrote up a contract betvrnen • • •• Back then it was 
between the trustees and the teacher to teach so many months 
of school for so much. You had three trustees in each com-
munity. And, uh, of course all the schools then was one room 
schools unless they was in a tovm. 
NDM: I see. 
ABS: And, and those schools had, probably had, anyv1here from ten to 
sixty five pupils and, :uh, all grades from beginners through 
1 til they was finishing the eigth grade. 
NDM: Okay, how did you get a certificate back then? 
ABS: You went to the county seat and, at certain times in the year, 
they gave an ex:amination, a v1ritten e: .:amination that was state 
wide. And if you passed the examination and made a certain 
percentage, why you got a certain grade of certificate. You 
had to ma~e an average of 90, with no grade.below 75, to get 
a first grade certificate and, uh, I think it was So, with no 
grade below 70, to get a second. And, uh, you had to make 75, 
with no grade below 60, to get a third grade. 
NDM: What did these test entail? What v,as in them? 
ABS: Huh? 
NDM: \'lha t was in these tests? 
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ABS: Well, (clears throat) you had a certain number in arithmatic; 
you had a certain number of problems that was given there that 
you had to write out the solution for. In history, you had a 
certain number of question, anywhere from ten to twenty, that 





And you had to answer those accurately, according to the history 
book that was in use at that time- to make a hundred percent. 
If you had answered all of them properly you got your grade. 
You was graded on hundred percent being perfect. And, uh, 
the other branches was the same way. You had a hundred words 
to spell in orthography, or spelling, and if you spelled a 
hundred words you got a hundred percent- and some of 1 em was 
pretty twisty words. 
You, uh • •• • How were the books chosen then? 
Huh? 
How were the school books chosen then? 
Well, the Board of Education picked the books. The district 
board of education picked the books for the pupils up 1til, 
I think it was about Nineteen and Twelve. I thin.tr it was about 
then. I'm not sure about that but it was along about then 
that, uh, the state took over and made it a state- wide book . 
NDM: Um- huh. 
ABS: Uh, I know that, uh, it was after vie moved to Pullman the last 
time and we moved there in Nineteen and Eleven. And that was, 
it was • • •• I think it was that next year that, uh, they 
standardized the books all over the state and, uh, so that they 
would be a standard subject matter to study for all pupils. 
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NDM: .Another question, uh, if we could st- if we could stop right 
now and get back to this. \'/hat year did you go into the ser-
vice? Were you drafted? 
ABS: I was drafted into the service. Hy orders to report for ser-
vice was dated on the thirtieth day of August, Nineteen and 
Eighteen. 
NDM: Um- huh. rlhere did, where did you go? 
ABS: ,i\nd I had to report •••• That was on, that was on a Satur-
day. And, uh, on Monday I had to report to Sutton and they 
made up the load. 
And, uh, we were talten to Camp Lee and on that, uh train-
load. • • • I think there vrere about eight hundred on the train 
and they were selected from Braxton, Lewis, Nicholas, Gilmer, 
and Webster Counties- as I remember it. They had those five 
counties all gathered together and took in one trainload. 
And, of the eight hundred, there was three hundred that was 
rejected and sent back home. 
NDM: Um-huh, uh ••• 
ABS: And at that time, Camp Lee was, had been converted to a total 
infantry drill camp. So, all people that were there, all the 
rookies that went in there, were drilled for the infantry. 
NDM: 
ABS: 
And we learned to march- after a fashion-and, uh, to 
(Mrs. Shock makes a noise at the stove) handle our rifles and 
our bayonets. They put us through the school of the rifle 
and the school of the bayonet and, uh, took us through the 
trenches and over the barb wire, and things like that to 
train us to meet the German Troops. 
Did you stay in the infantry? 
I never got out of it because, uh, (clears throat) we got the 
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flu about the third week I was there and, uh, there was five 
hundred of us in the depot brigade when the flu hit and when 
the flu was at the height there was fifty men on feet. 
NDM: Do you remember what year that was? 
ABS: 'Bout Nineteen and Eighteen and it was, uh, it was in the lat-
ter part of September and the first part of October. And, uh, 
(clears throat) ••• 
NDM: Did you have the flu? 
ABS: I had the flu and was in quarters nineteen days with it. And 
the treatment they gave us was, uh, concentrated croton oil 





(laughs) Pardon me. How many died? 
I don't know how many died. 
Were there any deaths? 
There were deaths, plenty of them. There were so many deaths 
that they couldn't furnish the caskets for all of 'em-to send 
'em back home. And I know that we lined up there one morning, 
uh, about the third or fourth day after the flu hi_t our outfit and 
one man just folded up and rolled do¥m and landed on the back of 
his shoulders when we was lined up in formation. And they 
called the ambulance to come and get him and by the time the 
ambulance got there they had twenty more ready to go in. 
And it filled up the hospital so full that, uh, they emp-
tied the barrack building we was in-what had been the barn-
yard and, uh, paddock for tt.e mules and v;agons when they had 
a full divisional camp-and we were in tents. And where they 
had, uh, barracks, that they could •••• They emptied the 
barracks and put the sick in the barracks. 
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And I remember one morning in our tent, that, uh, Bense 
Helmick and me found Earl Hardman . Couldn't hardly talk. And 
they was reporting sick and we went over and reported him sick 
and they took him in and I think that saved his life because he 
was so bad that he couldn't- he couldn't talk and all his life 
he was hoarse afterwards. 
NDM: Vlhat was, before I forget, do you remember your unit? 
ABS: We was in the depot brigade at that time. I forget the num~ 
Hundred and Twenty Fifth Depot Brigade. 
NDM: Oh, okay. You never got overseas did you? 
ABS: And, uh, (clears throat) after that- when we got straightened 
up after that- they redrilled us and took us over to replace-
ment camp and by the time •••• There was several of 'em that 
didn't, didn't have it so bad. They got overseas. I know 
Nath Slaughter was one that got overseas. And, uh, there was 
others that went with him but I particularly remember him 
because he was from home there. 
And, uh, Perry Rexroad and, uh, Arley Campbell, they were 
supposed to go with us but they'd gone to, ah, ah, Akron and 
got a job and they didn't get in with the outfit that went 
with us and they come in about a week later and they went over-
seas right away. 
NDM: So the reason your unit did not go overseas, as a unit, was 
because of the flu? 
ABS: Yes, and we got straightened up and they took us, uh, dovm to 
City Point and loaded us on the little steamer, Pocahontas, 
and took us dovm to Norfolk and loaded us on the U.S. S. 
Susquehanna, which had been the German "Rhineland" when it 
was interned at the beginning of the war. 
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And, uh, the information they gave us on there was that 
they had seven thousand white soldiers, seven thousand black 
ones, and enough oats and equipment to feed the mules for a 
whole outfit, when they got overseas. Now, :i: don't know if 
that was correct but that was the way it was told to me, but, 
uh, I know there was a whappin' big bunch of us on there. 
And, uh, they didn't allow the Negroes to come to the white 
boy's end of the ship and they didn't allow the white boys 
to go on the Negroes' end of the ship. 
And, uh, we got loaded up and was expecting sailing 
orders at two o'clock in the afternoon and that night, about 
nine o'clock, the ship got underweigh and took us over to 
Newport News and unloaded us. And a week later we learned that 
the armistice had been signed at eleven o'clock the day ,we 
got on the boat. 
NDM: Did they release you or give you a discharge shortly after 
that? 
ABS: And, uh, that was on the Eleventh of December and on Thirteenth 
of December, I don't remember. /J. slight slip of the tongue, 
should be "November.~ 
I got the flu •••• I got the tonsilitis while . I was in •• • • 
They took us off and put us in Camp Stuart there at Newport 
News and I got the tonsilitis and they sent me over to Base 
Hospital 119 with it. 
And they had two eye, ear, nose, and throat surgeons in 
there and one of 'em was a Lt. Craft and one of them was a 
Lt. Shoulders. And- they asked me which one I wanted. Some-
body told me, he said, "If you are bad, you get Lt. Sho- ah, 
Craft." So I asked for Lt. Craft and he took me in. 
NDM: 
ABS: 
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He cauterized my throat with something, it . v.ras just like 
he'd burnt it with a red- hot poker. And, uh, after he cauter-
ized he stepped over, he said, 11Lt. Shoulders," he said, 
"come in here," he said. "I want you to look at this man's 
throat." He come in and he looked down my throat. He said, 
"My God!" he said, "I'm glad you got 1im instead of me. 11 He 
said, "That's the worst throat I ever saw on a man. 11 And they 
took me up to the hospital and they kept me there about three 
days and dismissed me. 
And the day they turned me loose, why, my outfit had been 
started back to Camp Lee at four o'clock in the morning. So 
they shift- shuttled me around 1 til about two o'clock in the 
afternoon they got me into Camp Hill- and they was making up 
a casualty outfit there 
And they had a bunch of guys that was training for the 
artillery, that was out to sea about twenty four hours. They 
brought them back in and unloaded 'em and put them in as a 
casualty- First Casualty Company to Camp Lee. 
And, uh, we got our discharges on the thirtieth day of 
December. And, uh, I went over •••• Of course, they gave 
us our tickets home. 
Um- huh. 
And I went over to the station to see if I could get a train 
out and there was a captain there that, uh, was a veterinary. 
And he saw me there and he said, 11rlhat, what are you going out 
on, pass or discharge?" I said, "discharge." He said, "You 
come go with me." He said, 11Vle 111 go over here and get on a 
street car." He said, "I can get you home twenty four hours 
sooner than you would if you wait on the train," So, I went 
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with him and he took me over and we got on a street car- car 
and went up to Petersburg. And he took us out to one of the 
tramp- out to one of the little, uh, private~ uh, railroad 
stations there, not the Union Station. 
NDM: Um-huh. 
ABS: Got on the train and (coughs) and we got into the Union Station . 
There was another fellow there that had got his discharge 
before noon and gone up to Petersburg to get his way home and 
he was coming back in to FJest Virginia too •. Re found me on the 
train there and he said, "How'd you get on here?" I said, 
"I walked on. 11 (laughter) 
And, so (coughs) when we got into Petersburg there, I •••• 
At the Union Station- they stopped there a few minutes and 
then they run us on up to Richmond. And I had fifteen minutes 
to change trains in Richmond, and when we got to Washington, 
D.C. I had three quarters of an hour to change- to catch the 
Washington to Cincinnatti Flyer. 
NDM: Um- huh. 
ABS: And when I got into Clarksburg here I had to wait three hours 
for the train that went out toward Richwood so I could go to 
Heater. 
NDM: Um- huh. 
ABS: And I got into Heater about, uh, two or three o'clock in the 
afternoon. And I had my clothes that they'd given me to bring 
home and it made a right smart load-it looked like. It 
wasn't anything to what we had been a packin' though, as, uh, 
infantrymen in the army because that pack, including our rifles 
and gas masks, weighed 65 pounds. 
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And (clears throat) I just got off the train at Heater and 
got out to where I crossed Berry Fork- where the concrete 
bridge is across it now, it was no bridge there. A.n.d little 
Billy Robison come along on horse back- he had a fast steppin' 
horse- and he knew me. He said, "If you'll hand me that ta-
load up here," he said, "I'll carry i t up to Jim's and lay it 
off there and," he said, "you can pick it up when you get up 
there." And he said, 11 It 111 save you carryin' i t that far . " 
"I said, "Alright, thank you . " And I handed it up to him. 
When he got up to where I wanted to take the near- cut across 
the hill and go down Tyler Run to the river, why I was walkin' 
at his horse's shoulder yet . 
NDM: His horse was what? 
ABS: I was walkin' right by his horse's shoulder. 
, NDM : Oh . 
ABS: And I took the package and went on, crossed the bridge there 
at the falls, the wooden bri- the walk bridge in front of the 
store- and it was just about time for the mail to get in there 
and they was gathered in there watching for the mail. Some-
body seen me going; they said, "There goes a soldier." .!md 
somebody said, "Who is it?" And they couldn't see who it was 
1 til I turned down toward home . 
And Father was- had a calf in that lot that we ovmed over 
there next to Alzina 1s place and, uh, he was starting over to 
feed it. I met him before- about halfway from the end of the 
bridge down to the house I saw him a coming. Just for devil -
ment I said, "Buy sumpin! Buy sumpin! Sell cheap! Sell cheap!" 
And ••• • (laughter) Like the old peddlers used to say. And 
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he dropped his bunch of fodder and his bucket of feed and went 
back to the house with me. That was when I got in from the 
army. 
NDM: Um-huh. Did you go right back into teaching then? 
ABS: And they didn't have any teacher at Posey Run below Orlando 
and they'd advertised for a teacher in the county paper. And 
Texie knew that I •••• Sister Texie knew that I had a certifi-
cate and she just cut out the ad and mailed it to me as soon 
as she knew I was home. 
NDM: What grade certificate did you ••• 
ABS: I had a second grade at that time and they was good for three 
years. A third grade was only good for one year. A first 
grade was good for five. 
And, so I wrote over •••• A.~. Posey was the trustee. I 
wrote over to him and told him that •••• Asked him if he 
wanted me to come and he said come and sent me the contract • 
. /1,,.nd so, I got ready and went over there and taught two months. 
It was a four month term. Supposed to be a four, six month 
term, but I only taught two months because for gettin' so late 
in the year. 
NDM: Before we go on, didn't you go to West Virginia University? 
ABS: I did that after I got out of high school. I went over there in 
June of Twenty One, Nineteen Twenty One. I went over there and 
was over there six weeks in the summer school, took a semester 
there. And, uh, by taking that semester I could, uh, get a 
first grade certificate. 
NDM: You said something about taking a special agriculture course 
so you could teach agriculture. 
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ABS: Yes, that was, uh, that was, uh, back when I was in high-
about the time I was in Pennsboro High School. When I come 
out of Pennsboro High School.I found this advertisement for 
The U.S. School of Agriculture at Syracuse, New York. And I 
wrote to them and for fifteen dollars they'd give you a course 
in special agriculture teaching. Ands~, I signed up and took 
that course. They sent out the lessons and the books and you, 
you studied your lesson, and answered the questions, sent them 
back, and they graded them. And at the end of that time, they 
sent out a diploma or certificate of some kind and it stated 
that I was qualified to teach any class in agriculture with a 
rating of 99 percent perfect. 
And I left the diploma up at my father's house and, uh, 
(clears throat) after Mother died they got bed bugs in and 
got in that, got in the frame of that diploma. And finally 
they •••• Somebody-I don't know whether it was Maggie, or 
Father, or who-somebody brought it down to our place and we 
seen the bedbugs in it so we hung it out in the toilet, by the 
creek, 'til we'd get time to clean it up. And that flood in 
Nineteen and Thirty Five came along and washed the toilet off, 
diploma and all. So, I lost my •••• I lost my edu, my agri-
cultural education there in the flood. (laughter) 
NDM: Oh, your outhouse diploma! Uh, how much difference in pay did 
your different certificates make? 
ABS: Uh, anywhere from two and a half to five dollars amonth, de-
pending upon where you taught. Different counties payed dif-
ferent grades. Braxton County, if I remember right, when I was 
teaching there on a second grade the first year I taught~ ••• 
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I, uh, I think a third grade •••• Let's see, a third grade 
.drew, I think, thirty dollars a month. A second grade, 
thirty seven and a half, and a first grade, forty two dollars. 
NDM: Do you remember all the schools you've taught at? 
ABS: Yessir, if you want a list of them, shut that thing off a min-
ute and I'll go get it. 
NDM: I'll shut it off a minute for you and you can go get it. 
(one minute break) 
ABS: Alright, as to my teaching, I taught the Moss School on the head 
of Fall Run the winter of Nineteen Fourteen and Fifteen. I 
taught Long Shoal down at the Gilmer-Braxton line the winter 
of Nineteen Si~:teen and Senenteen. I taught the Hardman School 
up on Fall Run close to where the Bill Hardman place was the 
winter of Nineteen and Seventeen and Eighteen. I taught it a 
little over four months because they closed it dovm on account 
of not having enough pupils to keep it a going. And in Nine • 
END OF SIDE ONE 
BEGIN SIDE TWO 
ABS: Alright, (clears throat) after I came in from the army, I 
taught Posey Run in January and February in Nineteen and Nine-
teen. 
NDM: Um-huh. 
ABS: In the winter of Nineteen and Nineteen and Twenty I taught at 
the Stout School which was · dovm below Burnsville. And then, 
the winter of Twenty One and Twenty two I taught Lower Big 




then J.• n Twenty Two and Twenty Three I taught the And, uh, 
• • 
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Walnut Hill School which was at the head of Gustin Run in 
back of Cassville in Monongalia County . 
NDM: Is that where you had the little Bolshevik boy? 
ABS: Um- huh, that's where I had the- some foreign children. 
NDM: Uh, were there many foreign children in that area? 
ABS: There were a lot of them •.. 
NDM: What nati onalities, can you remember? 
ABS: Well, I'll have to study a bit . Let's see • • •• There was 
Greek, and Italian, Lithuanian, Estonian, Russian, Czecho-
slovakian, and Austrians. 
NDM: Um- huh. Do you have any idea why they moved to this part of 
the country. 
ABS: Yes, I know why they was in there. The mines was a working 
and, uh, they had moved in there to work in the mines . 
, NDM: Why had • • • 
ABS: On Scott Run, I don't know •• • · .It was after the World- the 
ci- the First World War and I suppose a lot of •em, maybe, 
were probably displaced persons look.in' for a better place to 
make a home. 
NDM : You never talked to any of the parents much, or • •• 
ABS: I never talked to any, only Big Joe. 
NDM: Big Joe? 
ABS: He, he was a Bolshevik and he was not going to be a, and Ameri-
can at all. He had three of four children (rustles paper) in 
school to me at Walnut Hill and one day • • • 
NDM: Was Tony one of them? 
ABS: Tony was one of them. 
NDM: That's the one you told me about last time. 
ABS : Um- huh. 
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NDM: Okay. 
ABS: And (clears throat) • • • 
NDM: Okay where did you •••• \Vhere did you teach after you left 
Monongalia County? 
ABS: Well, I taught another term in Nonongalia County . I taught the 
Buckeye School about four miles this side of the Pennsylvan-
about two miles this side of the Pennsylvania line, south of 
Mount Morris. I taught it, uh •••• Now, let's see. I didn't 
quite teach it out. I think I was up there about six months. 
They got the typhoid fever in the community and it was a small 
school and about half the students got typhoid fever and I 
quit and come home. (rustles paper) That was the year that 
my brother died and Father got his rib broke and they had to 
have somebody to kinda look after things at home. And so, I 
talked it over with my district superintendant and we closed 
it out and I come home and never went back. 
NDM: \'!here did you go after • • • 
ABS: And (clears throat) in Wineteen and Twenty Four and Twenty 
Five, and Nineteen and Twenty Five and Twenty Six I taught the 
Falls Mill School, the upper grades. 
NDM: How many rooms were in that school? 
ABS: Two, and I had the four upper grades and, let's see, Hazel 
Bosely had the primary grades at that time. 
And then, in Nineteen and Twenty Six and Twenty Seven I 
taught Spruce Fork, and Spruce Fork was down over the hill 
from where the Lake Lane School was later built. The Lake 
Lane School took the place of it. And in Twenty Seven and 
Twent Eight I taught Barbeque over on Knawal's Creek. And in 
Twenty Eight and Twenty rfine I taught. I chaught, I taught Chop 
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Fork over by Knawl's Creek. And in '30 and '31 I taught, 
now wait a minute. In Twenty Nine and Thirty I taught Clover 
Fork over by Orlando. And in Thirty and Thirty One I taught 
Riffle Run which was do\·m there where they built the Burns-
ville Dam. 
And then I didn't teach anymore, only just substitute 
taught for somebody that was sick or had to be off a few days, 
1 til the Nineteen and Forty •••• Forty Four? Forty Five. 
I taught, uh, up at Harper. Well, in Thirty One and Thirty 
Two I taught Harper, too. 
NDM: Where was Harper? 
ABS: It's out on the ridge beyond Lake Lane. 
NDM: I think you mentioned once- something to me once- about riding 
a horse to Harper. 
ABS: I did. I rode, I rode horseback the winter of Thirty One and 
Thirty Two and taught, and that was the winter that, that, uh, 
we didn't have much winter 1 til in March. And the coldest and 
snowiest day that we had my horse go tangled up in some iron 
junk that was in the ford and fell down in the water and I 
lost my saddlebags, and my lunch, and my horsefeed, and all 
the papers that the kids had written that I was to grade and 
take back to them. And I was in the water up to my armpits, 
got out and went on and took turns a riding and walking. I'd, 
when I'd get cold I I d get off and walk and when I'd get 
warmed up enough I'd get on and ride the horse so he'd get 
warmed up. And I left him at Harve Knicely's and, uh, his 
oldest boy, Delbert, took care of the horse that day and I 
walked on out to the schoolhouse-It was about a mile. And by 
the time that I come back out home that evening, well, I had 
my clothes dried up and I made it alright. But as I went, I 
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stopped at Charlie Robison's to warm a few minutes and Mrs. 
Robison fixed me a little lunch and, uh, and old man- one of 
Charlie's uncles was stayin' there and he got a feed of corn 
for the horse. 
NDM: How far was that from where you lived to the school out there? 
ABS: I figured it was six miles. 
And when I taught there the last time, when the weather 
was fit, I would drive up in my car up to the mouth of England 
Run and cross there at Gregory and walk up through the fields 
to the school house and when it was too bad t9 drive the car, 
I I d v,ralk. 
NDM: I see. 
ABS: And, uh a few nights •••• A few days I boarded up there when 
the snow was so deep- at Sam Stalnaker 1s. 
· NDM: Okay, now when, why rather, did you quit teaching school? 
ABS: I didn't know enough! 
NDM: Explain please. 
ABS: \'/ell, you see, when I got outta the school in Thirty Two, that 
was in the time of the depression and, uh, they were hiring the 
younger folks that had got their degrees to encourage them to 
get an education. And I only had enough, uh, credits at the 
university, in the three summers I'd been there, to equal one 
year's work. And I didn't have enough money to •••• I was 
too much in debt and I just couldn't go back to school . 
Nm1I: Did you get any kind of pension from school? 
ABS: No. No, the last year I tanght, in Forty Five, they held out 
for the teacher's pension and because I didn't teach anymore 
they wrote to me and asked me to sign up a paper and they sent 
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back to me what they'd held out, twenty nine dollars and fifty 
cents. 
NDM: You were talking about the depression. You taught the first 
part of the depression. 
ABS: Yeah, I taught, I taught, uh, one, two, three terms during the 
depression. 
NDM: Now, how did the depression affect you and your family? 
ABS: It just made things pretty hard for us. By •••• I was still 
in debt from buying the property and (clears throat) I had to 
make payments on the loans that I'd made to keep a goin'. 
NDM: How many acres did you have there at Falls Mill? 
ABS: V.fell, at the last, I had a total of ninety four acres. But, 
uh, let's see, nine from fourteen and five •••• I had about 
eighty five acres besides what I got from Father's part-
property that I had bought and payed, had to pay for. And 
some •••• One night •••• I remember one fall during the 
depression that I walked from Falls Mill clear over there on 
the divide bet·ween Little Knavrl 's Creek and Big Knawl 's Creek 
and cut corn for Will Taylor- seventy five cents a day and my 
dinner. Ten hours for cuttin' corn as hard as I-you could 
go to it. That was, that was one way I got money to renew my 
notes. 
NDM: How did the government programs •••• Uh, in other v:ords, the 
WPA and the :NRA • • • 
ABS: Alright, on the rJPA, when it was first set up, I got a few 
days work and they changed bosses and he decided that because 
I - I lived on a farm and we had a celler pretty well stocked 
with, uh, our home produce that we could make it. And so it 
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went on until, uh, I think it was Forty One. They called me 
in to work on that, uh, WPA project from Bull tovm dovm the 
river there toward the Bill Currence place. 
NDM: What project was that? 
ABS: When they stone based that road dovm there. And (coughs) the 
first morning they gave me a mattock and a shovel and told me 
to go dovm and clean the ditch. I went dovm there and in 
about an hour they come dovm and took me up to the time keeper's 
office, gave me the books, and told me to learn, be a time-
keeper. 
NDM: How much vmrk did you get out of the VIPA? 
ABS: (coughs) And I worked there for about ten days and they sent 
me to a time keeper's job on a brush cutting crew between, uh, 
the Clay and Braxton line and Gassaway. And I worked on that 
1til that job was done and they layed me off for a few days 
and then they sent me up to work on the-as a timekeeper on 
the road between Sutton and Centralia. And I was up there tvm 
days and the timekeeper that they'd had come back from the job-
he didn't like. • • • He couldn't make it on the job that 
they'd sent him to. He come back and they had to put him on 
because he had a seniority over me. And I vtas off for, I 
think about a month. And one day I got a letter telling me to 
report to the office. I went over and they made me the super-
vising clerk for the county. 
NDM: Did the WPA and these related government programs, did they 
help? 
ABS: Oh, they helped the poor fellow that worked on it right along. 
Because if you was on the •••• At first, they gave you a 
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chance to go to the store and buy your groceries, a certain 
amount. And the first spring they gave you- and I'm not sure 
but what it was the second spring- they gave you a pack of 
garden seeds to grow your garden. You didn't have to buy 
your garden seeds. But I, I missed out on that by gettin' 
laid off on- when they changed bosses. 
NDM: Um- huh. 
ABS: But, uh, when they took me over to the supervising clerk's job 
I got, uh, I think it was a dollar and a quarter a day. Had 
to furnish my own transportation. And, uh, at that I had to-
had to supervise, er, in the office for all of the projects 
they had going in the county. And if some fellow had to be 
laid off I wrote his Four Ten, which was the layoff. If some 
fellow was being taken on I had to fix the papers for that. 
If they was a new project being fixed up I had to fix up the 
papers for that. 
NDM: Let me ask you this. Between 1929 and 1933, and the inaugura-
tion of Roosevelt, what was the mood of the country when things 
really got bad? 
ABS: Well now,. that is something I can't tell you too much because 
I was still teaching. I, I didn't get laid off of teaching 
until the Thirty Two school year started. That was the winter 
of Thirty Two and Thirty Three. But things was pretty tough. 
I know, I know that the year I taught the winter of Thirty 
Two and Thirty Three - I was teaching out there at Harper-
and this one family, the youngest girl come in a crying one 
day at recess and I said to her, "What's a matter?" She said, 
"The kids ate all the cakes up that Mom fried for our dinner." 
They'd just fried hot cakes out of flour for their dinner and 
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and that's all they had, nothing on 1 em. And I had food in my 
pail so when I got through eating I called her in and give her 
her dinner. And I had Bessie pack enough in that I could feed 
her the rest of the school term. 
NDM: Could you see the poverty in your school children? 
ABS: Oh yes, because (clears throat) some of the girls that was 
pert' near young women, to have stockings to wear to school, 
they'd take two or three pairs and sew them together. You 
could see where they were sewed together in sections. They took 
the good part of the old pairs and put 'em in the other pairs 
to make stockings so they'd have stockings to come to school in. 
NDM: How about lunch? 
ABS: And •••• Well, I was telling you about this one family's 
lunch. That, I think that was about the worst. 
NDM: I 1 ve heard that people even ate animal feed, like Red Dog 
Middlings. 
ABS: Well, I don't know about that but I'll tell you something, Red 
Dog Middlings made pretty good bisquits. 
NDM: Really? 
ABS: Yeah. We used to get it, we used to get it returned to us 
when we took our wheat to the mill, as shorts and middlings. 
And my mother used to bake it and I thought it had the best 
flavor of the flour we got. 
NDM: You talked about the mill. Do you remember the mill at Falls 
Mill? 
ABS: I remember something about it. I remember being there one time 
when we lived at Duffy. Uncle Ben Veith was running it then 
and, uh, he had me go up in the upper story and look dovm out 
of the windows and there was fish layin' in that old Swirl 
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Hole there that looked like cross ties, out sunning themselves, 
you know. And, uh, he had a, sort of a fish box fixed at the 
tailgate where the water run out after it had gone through the 
mill and turned the wheel and he had a fish box fixed with, 
uh. • •• Let's see, it turned in, turned in like, like this. 
(shows how with his hands) Just little sticks fixed in there 
and they'd go up in there and I've seen him take a 150 pounds 
of, uh, suckers out of there at one time. 
' NDM: You, you were talkin' one day about horse trading at the mill. 
ABS: Um- huh, yeah. 
NDM: I wanta hear that story again. 
ABS: Well now, I wasn't there when this happened but was told by 
people that said was there. They were there when this happened. 
NDM: Vfuen? 
, ABS: But I don't know how long ago it's been. It was sometime be-
fore 1916. (clears throat) But, they was having a horse trad-
ers reunion there on Saturday and, uh, I think it V!as Dick 
Gillespie-I'm not sure but I think it was Dick-that had a 
young horse there that wasn't much of, but he had treated it 
with Fowler's Solution of Arsenic. 
NDM: \.~'hat kind of solution? 
ABS: Fowler's Solution of Arsenic. And it was a steppin' high. 
(laughter) And Algernan Murphy was there with a horse that 
he wanted to trade off. He lived over on Knawl's Creek, down 
pretty well toward the mouth of it at that time. They got 
together and they traded. And young Gillespie thought he'd 
made a good deal and when evening come and they started to 
leave, Mr. Murphy and some other fellows got on their horses 
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and started down. And Gillespie thought he'd made the deal so 
good that he'd put it to the old man. And he got on his horse 
and started dm·m the river after him. And he got dovm in hear-
ing distance and hollered, "Hey, old man! Hey, old man!" He 
said, "Here's a bottle that goes with that horse." The old man 
never looked back. He just throwed up one hand and he said, 
"Keep it, young man, you'll need it." (laughter) 
NDM: Let's take a short break, shall we? 
Five Minute Break 
NDM: Now, Mr. Shock, as long as we're tellin' lies and other 
ABS: 
tall stories, why don't we just get in and you tell me about 
uBig Andy" Boggs, all that you can remember hearing. 
Well, it's been a long time • • • 
"NDM: He's been dead since 1880. 
ABS: because it's been sixty years since I heard these ••• 
NDM: Okay. 
ABS: and I may not get the thing straight. But, "Big Andy" Boggs 
and his partner, uh, v;ere out bear hunting one day and, uh •••• 
I think that his buddy was a Moss, if I remember right. And the 
.. 
bear took after Big Andy. Big Andy fell dovm and rolled under a big 
log and the bear raised up, raised up to go over it, and he 
grabbed it by the legs and hollered·to Moss • . He said, 
"E gods! 11 he said, "Come, come and stick 1im! Come and stick 
1im! And his buddy run up and stabbed the bear in the heart 
and he held it 1 til it died. 
NDM: Now, Big Andy lived-where? 
ABS: Ifow, I can't tell you where he lived (clears throat) exactly 
because, uh, that has, uh, slipped my mind, but my. • • • 
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It runs in my mind that he was somewhere up on the back fork 
of, uh, Little Kanawha River not far from what they call Bogg's 
Mill up there. 
And there is a stone in the river up there that they say 
that he rolled off the top of the hill that's as big as a 
small building and after he had rolled it dovm there and put in 
to hold the log that he was putting across to put the dam in 
for the mill somebody said, "Andy, how did you get that dovm 
there, get into place?" "E gods!" he said, "and I just put 
it there." 
And another time there was a four horse team stuck up 
with a wagonload of goods in a mudhole close his place and 
they was trying to get teams to pull it out. Big Andy looked 
at it and he said, "E gods!" he said, "and I can pull it out 
of there myself." 
NDM: Did he? 
ABS: And they got a bet on it and he maje him a ladder out of poles, 
made him a harness, hooked on to the wagon, and commenced to 
walking up that ladder and pulled the wagon outta the mud. 
NDM: Now, who told you these stories? Do you know? 
ABS: Well, (clears throat) part of them I got from little Ezra Rex-
road and part of them I got from, uh, Manvern w. Shock, and 
part of them I got from, uh, Lee Casto, ah, Casto. 
NDM: Did they know Big Andy, you think? 
ABS: No, they wasn't old enough to have known him but their parents, 
some of their parents, had knovm him. 
NDM: Okay now, I heard from your son that somewhere up Pretty Run 
was a lead mine. 
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ABS: Yes, and the last fellow that I know of that knew about that 
lead mine was Hershel Finnegan. And I asked Gail Gregory, the 
last time I saw him, if he, if he'd ever found out where it 
was and he said no, he hunted for it but he couldn't find it. 
It was only a, a thin layer of lead but Hershel foun-showed 
me some of the lead ore as he'd dug it out and some that he 
had melted one time when he was a - when he and I were trading 
work. He had some in his pocket. 
NDM: Did he say it icas on a ledge, it was on an outcropping, or what? 
ABS: It vms a ledge under a - in a ledge of rock. 
NDM: Was it down low in the creek or up ·high? 
ABS: And he didn't tell me whether it was low or high. He said he 
knew where it was and he could find it. And we talked it over 
and he said, "Someday," he said, "I'll take you up and show 
it to you." But we, we never got together and went. But 
there's a •••• It's there. 
And in the Honeycomb Rocks there is a vein that has sand 
in it that is the same as, uh, Epsom Salts. 
NDM: Really? 
ABS: Yessir, you can pick up that stuff and dissolve it, pour off the 
water off of the- until you don't get the sand, and drink it, 
and then it'll physic you just like, uh, Epsom Salts- and it 
tastes like Epsom Salts. 
NDM: Hum. 
ABS: And up Laurel Hollow there's two little veins of limestone. 
(clears throat) One of 1 em is blue and one of 'em is white. 
NDM: How far up the hollow? 
ABS: And •••• I'd say it was, uh •••• \'Jell, it's up above that, 
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uh, hollow that come dovm from Olin Robison' s there. 
NDM: Okay. 
ABS: Up toward the Fox Den. 
NDM: Okay. 
ABS: I've skidded over it and broke off pieces of it when I was a 
muling stave blocks out of there more than once and the reason 
that I know it's limestone, I took a couple of chunks of it 
when Nason was in high school and he took it down and had them 
analyze it. 
NDM: Hum. So you •••• Do you know any more stories about Big 
Andy, to get back to him? 
ABS: Well, during the Civil War they •••• Some of the soldiers 
come in there to his place and they took all the grain that 
he had in the mill, out and put it in a mudhole and destroyed 
it. 
NDM: Which side? 
ABS: I don't know which side. I don't remember. But, uh, (clears 
throat) he, uh •••• They got •••• They tried to track him 
down and there was one, one officer that would track him just 
like he would a wild animal. Big Andy had a large foot and 
he made a distinctive track. And they took his guns away from 
him, all but one smoothbore musket. And he slipped around and 
rifled it. It took an ounce ball and, of course with a ball 
that size, it took a good sized shot of powder. And finally, 
he found they was tracking him and he went out some-along the 
road somewhere-and then backtracked himself so as to hide his 
tracks and hid in the laurel thicket and when this officer 
come along he pulled up and shot him. His buddy was with him 
and when the gun cracked and the officer fell, he turned to 
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his buddy and said, 11E gods! 11 he said, "and I'll bet it's 
within an inch of his left nipple." And the man that 4elped 
dress the man up for burial said that it had bursted the left 
nipple. He could call his shots that good. 
NDM: Vle're running low on tape Mr. Shock, so why don't we just call 
it a tape? 
ABS: rJell that. • • • Call it a day and quit. 
NDM: Alrighty. 
END OF TAPE NUMBER TWO, UTTERVIE\V NUMBER TWO. 
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NDM: Mr. Shock, before we go into, uh, the continuation of 
the last tape, I'd like to go back and clear up some 
things, if I may. First of all, you were a school 
teacher and I'd like to have your impression what a 
typical country school was like back then_ What was 
taught? 
ABS: Well, let me see (clears throat). I don't know whether 
I can name them or not but there was reading, arithmetic, 
United States history, West Virginia state history, 
English grammer, geography, penmanship, spelling, civil 
government - that I can name right off. 
NDM: Uh ••• 
ABS: And this was taught in the country schools . in whatever 
grades we happened to be attending which might be 
anything from the first grade to the eighth. 
NDM: Okay. Uh, on, on the average, your opinion, what was 
the quality of the teachers? 
ABS: I would say that, uh, the quality of the teachers was 
high back then because wages was so small that if they 
wasn't, uh, pretty well consecrated to the job that they 
was doing they'd go to something else to make more money. 
NDM: I see. Did •.• what, in your opinion again, are the 
advantages and the disadvantages of these, of these old 
one, and two, and three room schools? 
ABS: Each, uh, pupil got the attention of the teacher part 
of the day and they had to do and learn what was in the 
book and what the teacher assigned in order to make the 
recitation. 
NDM: Did ••• 
ABS: And the recitation, ninety percent of the time, was 
oral in the schoolroom, except for the arithmetic. 
And the most of that, as a problem was assigned and 
they went to the blackboard and worked it out and then 
explained what they did and why. And I think that, uh, 
that was much better than some of this cut and try 
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have a multiple choice. 
Did the students have to buy their own books? 
The students had, or their parents had to furnish 
their own books or they divided their books out. 
Somebody would sit with somebody else that had the 
books that they didn't have. Sometimes two families 
would go together and one of them would buy part of 
the books and the other would buy the other and the 
children in the same grade would sit together and 
study in the same books. 
Now, what if a ••• 
And when I was teaching, especially during the last 
years, uh, while the depression was on, I usually bad 
a set of books of my own and, quite frequently, I 
loaned them out and sometimes I furnished them paper 
to do their penmanship work on. 
What if a family couldn't afford books? 
I never knew that to happen. They'd manage some way 
to get the books. In all my teaching I never had a 
family refuse to get the books that was necessary. I 
knew that sometimes it, it took all the money they had 
in the family to buy the books for the kids but they'd 
manage some way to get the books even if they had to 
trade with one of the neighbors to help get the books. 
And I only taught in one school where we tried to have 
a hot lunch. That was at Falls Mill. And the older 
girls would prepare the lunch. They'd bring ••• We'd 
bring in potatoes and stuff like that and one of the 
older girls and one of the younger ones would go out, 
out at classtime, and prepare one hot dish for those 
that wanted to be at school - wanted to try it at 
school - and it wasn't required that any of them eat 
it. 
Do you remember if it cost anything to the student? 
No student paid a penny for it. What, uh, what we 
furnished the~e for the hot lunch was what the family 
sent in the way of vegetables that could be prepared 
there in the schoolroom. 
Another question on schools - health problems that are 
typical in, in these old schools. 
Well, if a kid got sick why, and too sick to sit up, 
why, we'd send another kid home with it and the people 
at home took care of the illness the best they could, 
probably with herbs and home remedies. 
NDM: 
ABS: 
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Did you ever have any problems with such things as itch? 
I never taught in a school in Braxton County where they 
didn't either have the itch or the lice during the winter. 
And there was only one school that I taught (clears 
throat) .where there was any complaint about it and that 
was the Lower Big Run just below Napier. And a member 
of the Board of Education came to me and he said, "Now," 
he said, "they'll be somebody there with the lice." And 
he says, "Just don't bother about it unless somebody 
raises a complaint." So one day at noon, the oldest 
girl in school reached up on the back of a, another 
thirteen year old girl's head and pulled off a head 
louse and give it to her in her hand. And this girl 
come a walkin' up to me - to my desk - where I was 
waitin' for 'em to settle down so we'd go to work. 
Said, "My Lord, Mr. Shock!" she said. "Here's a louse 
and it come right off my head!" And I said, "Well now," 
I said, "since you've brought up the subject," I said, 
"this is Friday." And I said, "Each of you go home 
and have your heads examined and if you have the lice," 
I said, "have them cleaned up and," I said, "anyone 
that comes back and hasn't had something done about it," 
I said, "we'll make arrangements and have 'em checked 
here." And she says, "What can we, what can we use 'em 
for?" Well, I said, "The common remedy for head lice 
is to use lamp oil to kill them and then wash your head 
good." And when Monday morning come there was only one 
family that was missing. And I knew that this one little 
girl - she had almost black hair - and you could see the 
nits all over her hair and had seen ~em ever since she 
had come to school that fall. And that family never come 
back to school that winter. Course, there was a compulsory 
school law but I talked to the, this member of the Board 
of Education about it and he said, "You done just right." 
And he said, "If she comes back," he said, "check her 
hair and if it hasn't been - if she hasn't got rid of 
'em," he said, "have her do something about it." And 
they didn't come back but that was the last of the lice 
in that school. Then the last school of the ••• When 
I taught the last school in 1932 I had a ••• I'd got 
a patent remedy that I called "DDD" that was for the 
itch and I kep it and I'd use it on my hands before I'd 
go to school and kept myself clean with the itch. And 
(clears throat) one of the boys that knew me come over 
to visit me, uh, a couple of 
he was there he said, "Don't 
"they've got the itch out in 
"When did they find it out?" 
just found it out." Well, I 
had the itch out there when 
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years later and while 
you know," he said, 
our schoo~." I said, 
"Well," he said, "we 
said, "We had the, you 
I was teaching out there." 
He said, "We did?" I said, "Yes." He said, "How' d 
you keep from getting it?" And I just reached up in 
the medicine chest and got the bottle down and showed 
him. And he smelled. "Why," he said, "I smelt that 
on you a many a time and thought you was using some 
kind of a perfume (laughter). 
NDM: Okay. Okay, what do you attri • what do you 
attribute head lice and itch? What caused it? 
ABS: Well, it was mostly caused from lack of cleanliness 
and taking care of your personal cleanliness. The 
itch was caused, if I understand it right, from some 
sort of a little worm that got under the skin. And 
if you let it alone it would cause scabs and make real 
sores. And the lice, they were transmitted by personal 
contact, so was the itch. And some families just ••• 
to be plain about it, they were just too lazy to keep 
themselves clean enough to keep from having those things. 
NDM: Okay, I think that just about covers that problem. 
There's a few questions on religion I'd like to ask you. 
One of 'em is; in the community, say, of Falls Mill, 
how much was the church a part of the average person's 
life? 
ABS: Well, I'd say that ninety percent of the people attended 
church, helped support the church and the Sunday school, 
and that the most of them professed a personal religion, 
and seemed to try to live it. That's the quickest that 
I could summarize it. And I found that in all the com-
munities that I taught in, that, uh, the greater portion 
of the patrons seemed to want to have, uh, religion in 
the school too. And (clears throat) excuse me, I got 
a frog in my throat. And, uh, in the, in the one com-
munity they insisted that, uh, we start a Sunday school 
in the schoolhouse, which was very common back then, 
and I talked to the district superintendent of that 
district and he said they could use the schoolhouse 
for that. So we organized a Sunday school and all 
of them, all of the pupils except those that belonged 
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to the Roman Catholic Church, attended that Sunday 
school. And I don't know how long after I left the 
community they kept the Sunday school up. They made 
me as a superintendent of the Sunday school and also 
I was the organist and choir leader, can you imagine it? 
Another question; was tithing, was that, uh, a common 
practice? 
Which? 
Tithing, was it common? 
Well, uh, I don't know how about the tithing but, uh, 
when a person joined the old Methodist Protestant 
Church they didn't promise to give a tenth. The promise 
was to give as God gives you ability. And that, that 
was the church that I was raised, the denomination that 
I was raised in and the one that my father preached it. 
And he retired before they united it with the other 
churches and I still think that our leaders of the 
Methodist Protestant Church inda sold the Methodist 
Protestants down the river because in the Methodist 
Protestant Church the organization and the power of 
choice was in the congregation and the local church. 
And in this new organization it comes down . from the 
bishop to the district superintendent and then to the 
pastor. 
Another question; how much of the social life derived 
from, or evol, revolved around the church? 
Well, so far as the church was concerned, uh, that was 
one of the things that was very important back in those 
days, because they was no television, and no radios, and 
no automobiles. And when a revival meeting was going on 
at Green Hill or Lake Lane, or someplace that this was 
like that, it wasn't anything unusual for a bunch of us 
young folks to gather up and walk up there after supper 
of an evening in time for church and then, after church, 
walk back home. 
What was a "protracted meeting?" 
The protracted meeting was, uh, a meeting that was 
held ••• they called 'em for a, a revival service 
and they held it to try to add converts to the church 
and add members to the church from those who did not 
normally make a profession of religion. 
I have some other questions. Uh, specifically, I have 
been asked to ask you one of these and that is; have 
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around here? 
Uh, I saw one man over in Monongalia County that, uh, 
claimed that he could handle a poison snake and he 
belonged to what they called the "Holy .Rollers" then. 
Which is known today as what? 
I don't know. I don't know what they turned into. 
But at that one meeting that I was at, it was a tent 
meeting at Cassville, and these folks took me over 
there to that to see what went on. And, uh, where I 
was boarding ••. and those men and women would start 
shouting and singing and they'd get down and roll around 
on the floor, over each other 'til it looked like a 
bunch of cats and dogs was playin' with each other. 
And they said they talked with, uh, unknown tongues 
and they'd get started and go "blah, blah, blah, blah, 
blah" and that's all you could understand about it. 
And that's the only, that's the only meeting of that 
kind that ever I attended. 
You never saw snake handling? 
I never saw a snake handler. And I was at one service, 
uh, (clears throat) somewhere, and I don't remember 
where it was, with an old fellow and he said, "They 
called me a snake handler but," he said, "I don't 
handle snakes and I don't believe in it." I guess that 
handling snakes came from the fact that, uh, there is a 
story in the Bible about, uh, I think it was Paul the 
Apostle that picked up some wood and there was a snake 
hung on to his hand and he shook it off and they expected 
him to die and he didn't. 
Okay. How about other sects such as the Dunkards? Were 
they in this country? 
They had a church at Falls Mill where the cemetary is on 
the hill there now. And I never attended one of their 
regular meetings but I have heard it told, now this is 
heresay with me, but I have heard it told that, that 
certain times they met together and washed each other's 
feet and when they were to be baptized they had to be 
put under the water by immersion three times face foremost. 
Now I never saw one of their baptisms. 
What about the Russellites, who were they? 
They were the followers of Pastor Russell and he was an 
offshoot of some of the Lutheran people and he claimed 
that there was no Hell as I understand it. This is just 
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no one ••• the grave was Hell and that that was all 
the punishment a person got was being put in a grave 
for their misdeeds on Earth. 
Were they around here anywhere? 
Uh, they were there at the Falls Mill. They took over 
the Dunkard preaching there at Falls Mill. 
How about Catholics? Has there been any around here? 
Uh, the only Catholic that I ever knew of in this 
country was my grandaddy Veith. He was a Catholic, 
determined Catholic, and he said, as I am told, I 
never saw him but the one time but I am told by the 
old people that knew him he said, "Paugh! Paugh!" he 
said, "Catholics in this country are not like the 
Catholics in Germany." He said, "They not, they not 
worship God like we do in Germanyo" So I can't tell 
you much about the Catholic religion. 
Okay, we'll get off that then for awhile. Let's talk 
about social life. What did a person do in his free 
time, if he had any free time? 
Well, over at the falls there, back when we first moved 
back there, they'd gather in there at the store and post 
office when the evening mail come in there about six 
o'clock of an evening. They'd gather in there for the 
mail and, uh, as you say, they'd tell tall tales or they'd 
get out there and pitch horse shoes, and once in awhile 
somebody'd get a ball and they'd have a little game of 
ball. And we had, in the schools, we had what they 
called a literary society where people recited poems 
that they had learned to memory and debated on ~arious 
questions that might be of interest to somebody in the 
community, and would write up a local paper that was 
supposed to throw off jokes on, that had been gathered 
up somewhere and turned to people in the community. 
And once in awhile, they'd have a spelling bee. Just 
locally, they'd choose up and have a spelling match 
(clears throat). And, uh, if it was something that they 
wanted to raise money for they'd have a box social, or 
a pie social, or an ice cream social. And for the fellows 
that wanted to horse trade they had their horse traders 
reunions. I think werrentioned about one of them in 
another talk. 
Yes, we did. 
(Clears throat) and usually on the Fourth of July they'd 
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tropical fruits for sale and maybe a merry-go-round 
that was pulled by a horse and you paid so much for 
a ride on, a certain length of time a ~ide on that. 
And sometimes they'd have somebody there to make a 
speech. And on Memorial Day they'd usually go to the 
graveyard and have some sort of a program at the cemetary. 
And frequently, if there was somebody that had an organ 
or some other musical instrument, why, they'd gather up 
and go to that home and have music, pop popcorn, or 
just sit and visit and talk. If they had apples _ in the 
wintertime, they passed the apples around. If they 
didn't and had turnips, they passed the turnips around. 
And •• ., 
I haven't heard you mention dances. Did you dance? 
I never attended the dances. That was out of my line. 
But I guess they did have, because I have heard of 
different fellows being at the danceso This one fellow 
was at a dance one night and they called on him to call 
the dance and he called something that didn't sound good 
and somebody hollered, "Five minutes for rough house!", 
blowed out the lamp and when he come to his buddy was 
standin' over him with a chair leg and the chair ••• 
he had cleaned the house out. 
(Laughs) how 'bout sports? Now that, well baseball? 
They played baseball and they played running base. 
Explain that one to me, please. 
Well, you would have two bases a certain distance apart 
that was horrebase and you was safe on that. And, uh, 
there was two or four sides, whichever you had the people 
for and wanted. And if you left your base anyone on the 
other base that had left their base last and caught you 
had them, had you on their side. And you outrun them if 
you could. And then another game was prisoner's base 
and they had a base if they caught one on the other side 
they put him on that prisoner's base and anyone on his 
side could take them off if they didn't get caught. If 
they got caught they was a prisoner too, 'til they got 
off and the game went on 'til one side or the other got 
all the prisoners and broke up the other side. 
Do you remember a game called, "Fox and Geese?" 
Yes, that was played in the snow. And there was two ways 
of doing that. One of 'em was with a square broke in the 
snow and a line from each corner through to the other 
corner, the opposite corner. And the fox could only run 
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on the broken road and if they got on a corner they 
was safe. The other, which was a circle, and if they 
got in the circle they was, in the center of the circle, 
they was safe. And there was two rings and they could 
run in either ring but the fox couldn't reach over the 
outside ring. And they was, it was quartered on the ring. 
The path was so that, uh, they could run cross, across 
from one side of the ring to the other, through the center 
to try to cut someone off. But they had to be in the 
same path that the party that they was tryin' to catch, 
and the ones that they was tryin' to catch was the geese 
and there was usually one fox and everybody that was 
caught was a fox. 
NDM: Okay. Uh, do you ••• 
ABS: And, now let's see. Was there another game that we played? 
Later on, they got to playing volley ball. They had a 
net and had sides and the thing was to keep the ball from, 
on the other side of the net. I don't remember whether 
anybody ever won or not. 
NDM: I'd like now, if we can, talk about politics. What was 
the typical political situation in a small village like 
Falls Mill? 
ABS: Well, when old fellows was alive yet, that had fought 
in the Civil war, they was Yanks and Rebs . 
NDM: Really? 
ABS: And they'd, they'd fight over their politics as quick 
as, uh, one would speak to the other'n almost. 
NDM: can you remember the conflict between the veterans? 
ABS: Uh, well, I'll tell you this one that was told to me. 
The Haymond boys, Eugenus and John Q., were in the Civil 
war. John Q. was on the Union side and Eugenus was on 
the Rebel side and, of course, when the war was over, 
Eugenus came home and went to work on the farm. John Q. 
went with the Union Army, er, with the army, and went 
west and fought Indians. Now, I got this mostly from 
John Q. himself, about this part of it. And this part 
that I am going to tell now I got from ~y grandmother. 
She said that when John Q. got out of the army and come 
home that the old Lady Haymond, their mother, was powerful 
scared, afraid they'd fight when they met the first time 
because they had been on opposite sides in the war. And 
John Q. came in and was there at the house. Eugenus came 
in from work and seen him there and he looked at him and 
said, "Hi ya Yank!" And John Q. says, "Hi ya Reb!" And 
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You say it carried over into politics? 
Yes. Uncle George Jones was a Reb and of course that 
meant that he was a Democrat. And he would leave a 
meal anytime to go out to start a - fight. "Hiskani ! " 
And he'd give that old Yank a lickin' if he could get 
a chance at him. And George Jones was Jap Dyer's 
grandfather. He was my grandmother's brother. And 
that family was divided up in the Civil War (clears 
throat) and, naturally, in politics. Part of them 
fought on the Union side and part of them on the 
Confederate side. And Uncle George and Uncle Marion 
I'm sure was on the rebel side. And Marion Jones was 
Kenneth's and Kermit's grandfather. 
Uh • • • 
And as to the politics later on, why it got so that 
they didn't fight over it so much. But I have seen 
both sides of them ••• 










Okay, now we're back. 
did you have a lot of 
It was rotten then and 
Vote buying? 
Yeah, I'm sure of it. 
Uh, was politics honest then or 
rotten • • • 
it is yet. 
What were the big issues here in a small country 
community? 
Um, I just don't know how to answer that because there 
was different, uh, different things come up. Now at 
the time that, uh, the Burnsville Independent District 
was being, trying to be taken over by the Salt Lick 
District for the high school there, I, the, that was 
one of the issues, whether to take over or whether to not. 
Okay. 
And in the other politics, I, in Braxton County the 
Democrats always had the majority and if a Republican 
was elected the Democrats had to elect him. And I knav 
of two or three, or four Demo, er, Republicans being 
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Superintendent and, uh, sheriff and he was a Republican. 
Burke Marple was sheriff. He was Republican. And I 
think there was some fellow from down at Gassaway that 
was Republican was elected, but I forget his name now, 
as sheriff. 
What were most people interested in? Were they inter-
ested in local, state, or national politics? 
Well, I~a say that it was mostly local and state. They 
was more partial to that than they were the national. 
How well read do you think the average voter was in 
regards to national events? Did they know what was 
going on? 
Well, I'd say that more than fifty percent of them, uh, 
read up in the newspapers and got it by word of mouth 
from those that did. Now, your grandad, Guy Bird, was 
well read, but he took a notion one time that he didn't 
vote. And, uh, he come down complaining about certain 
things that were going on in the government. I was there 
electioneering for a certain fellow for a local office in 
the county and, uh, Tom McKenzie, from over on Big Run, 
was electioneering for another party, not for the same 
office. And so, Guy was a talking to us about it and I 
finally said, "Guy Bird," I said, "You just shut your 
mouth." I said, "You don I t vote and," I said, "you 
don't help your wife to vote." And I said, "A fellow 
that don't vote had no right to complain about what the 
rest of us do when we vote and try to get things, uh, 
better." I said, "If you want things changed, you go 
home and get your folks and come down and vote." He 
was registered. And he got up and went off like he was 
half mad. And, about an hour later, I saw him and his 
wife come down and go into the polls. 
Okay, now there's another question. You remember when 
women got the vote? 
Yes. 
What was the general feeling on that? 
Well, about fifty percent of the women didn't want to 
vote the first time. 
Why? 
I don't know why. They seemed to think they didnit 
shouldn't vote. But where I was located at that time 
I'd say that there was fifty percent of them that, uh, 
didn't vote. But, as time went on, they got the women 
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last several years, there's been more women on the 
election board, locally, than there were men. 
What did the men feel about the women getting the vote? 
(Clears throat) you've asked me a question that I can't 
answer generally. 
How did you feel? 
But if it hadn't a been that the, some of the men thought 
the women ought to have a vote, they wouldn't got it 
because the men passed the amendment. 
How did you feel? 
Well, I felt this way about it. That, uh, the way the 
Constitution read, idiots, convicts, and women didn't 
have the right to vote at that time, and I didn't think 
that the women were either idiots or convicts. 
Okay. I think we've got down all the fill - in I need, 
Mr. Shock, we can go on to other things. We, we might 
just jump right back in the Depression and you trying 
to make a living during the Depression. 
Well, during the Depression ••• I think maybe I told 
you that I got two days. 
You told me about working for the WPA. 
Uh, WPA (clears throat). And when I wasn't working for 
the WPA, which was most of the time, I, uh, Tom Brown 
had saw, uh, a sawmill and a stave mill set up there at 
the falls, uh, below where Dick Marple had his place, 
between there and what is now the road, er, what was 
then the road. And, uh, I had forty acres of pretty fair 
timber. Well, I had a little more than that. I had 
about, I had about fifty or fifty-five acres of pretty 
fair timber. And, uh, course he was a using timber at 
the mill there. And he and I got into a dicker. I took 
him up and showed him my timber and made him an offer on 
it. He said, "I'm not a gonna buy your timber." And I 
didn't know what I was gonna do because I owed right smart 
on the place yet besides some bills that I'd made in the 
stores. We walked on back down after he had looked at 
the timber. He said, "You've got good timber here." He 
said, "I' 11 tell you what I will do." He said, "You get 
somebody to help you and," he said, "you cut that oak into• 
stave blocks and put it off down there and bolt it up for 
me." He said, "I'll give you a cent apiece for the oak 
staves that are not white oak, and for the white oak," 
he said, "I'll give you two cents apiece after they're 
sawed." And I got Otto Mick to help me. Otto charged 
NDM: 
ABS: 
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me a dollar and a half a day and done the, ate two 
meals at my place and he did the saw filing. And 
we cut from the twenty-sixth of January to the first 
of March. 
What year was that? 
In nineteen and thirty-four. And then they wanted 'em 
out and we commenced to rolling 'em out. And when we 
got that bunch out and got paid for it and I paid Otto 
off, he thought he had to do some farm work, and Mr. 
Brown wanted more of the blocks out. I went over and 
got Otto Finnegan to come help then with the sawing. 
And Bessie's brother, Oley, come and he wanted to help 
with it. I paid them a dollar a day and their board 
for what they helped. Oley only helped about a week. 
And we finished the cutting and putting them out. And, 
all together, I averaged a dollar and a half a day for 
me and my team and my timber for the time I worked. And 
the total amounted, for the staves, amounted to more than 
I had paid for the land when I bought it, just for the 
stave timber. And what, while we were cutting, we cut 
tops, that wouldn't make stave bloacks, into logs and 
tie blocks. And for the tie blocks he paid me eight 
dollars a thousand when I had 'em out where he could 
load them, and some of 'em had to be skidded a mile. 
And I mule, I muled the blocks out, right down Laurel 
Hollow. We rolled them into the hollow and I muled 
them down the hollow. I had a pair of young horses, 
one of them was "Old Dynamite" that you knew about. 
He was,uh, he was coming five years old and, I think 
he was five, maybe he was six. He was six. And I'd 
bought and traded for a western mare that had been 
crippled, with Buck Bacorn and Hayward Riffle. And I 
had her broke in for the team with him and she was a 
couple of years younger. And I muled twenty five 
hundred stave blocks out of that hollow from the first 
of March 'til the tenth of November. And then I worked 
for that, I lost my, the mare. Threw herself on a rock 
and busted something inside of her 'til she finally 
died. And I still had the other horse left. And anybody 
that wanted plowing done, or skidding done, rock hauling 
done, I'd go do it. Seventy five cents a day for the 
horse and a dollar a day for me, and I fed myself, most 
of the time. And I got a little money that way, I made 
and repaired harness, I repaired shoes, I patched saddles, 
Albert B. Shock 14 
and I done some carpentry work. 
NDM: But it was a pretty rough time. 
ABS: It was a rough time. And Bessie worke~ a day now and 
then for Weltha Veith for fifty cents a day. And later 
on, she got work out there at the beer place and, what 
was it you got out there, a dollar a day or fifty cents? 
(calls to Mrs o Shock in the next room.) (Mrs. Shock 
calls back, "Six dollars a week.) Six dollars a week, 
she got six dollars a week. 
NDM: What place was this? 
ABS: That beer place when George Mitchell run it and later 
on when Arch Coleman and Delbert Brannan was in there. 
She worked for all three of 'em. And then in the fall 











He wanted a hired girl to take care of .1his wife while 
she was having a baby. And he persuaded us to go down 
there and Bessie worked at the house and I worked on 
the farm. I got a dollar and a quarter a day if I 
worked ten hours. And then after the work was over I 
took care of, fed a bunch of cows and cattle and milked. 
At one time I was feeding sixty nine head of cattle and 
milking as much as ten head of cowso 
How did the Depression affect most people? 
And he had a big orchard and they had apples to sell and 
when I wasn't at something else I helped to prune the 
orchard or grade apples. We graded ten thousand bushels 
of golden delicious apples, besides the others. 
You got along okay, but how about most other people? 
A lot of other people had it a lot rougher than I did 
because they couldn't get the work and if it hadn't 
a been for the WPA, I think they'd a starved to death. 
Do you remember any other programs in this area? 
No, I don't. But there was one man lived on the head 
of England Run and to get to work he had to walk clear 
over to the mouth of Knawl's Creek. 
That's how far? 
About eleven mile, twelve miles. He walked about twelve 
miies to work in the morning and back of an evening, and 
done his day's work. 
Did, uh, let's put it this way. When did you notice that 
the Depression was easing up? 
For me, it eased up in 1941 when George Jackson, coming 
in from Charleston, where he'd been in the legislature, 
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there ought to be leased up and maybe drilled for oil 
and gas. And he wanted somebody to check and write the 
leases. And nobody would do it and if I, the Veiths 
finally sent him to me. And he talked ' me into taking 
out my notary and going and doing that o And he paid 
me big wageso He paid me five dollars a day and expenseso 
And so I went to work for him at that. 
Do you think, sir, that, uh, the Depression caused a 
migration away from this area? 
Well, as a migration, I don't know if it caused too 
much of a migration from this country. But, it caused 
the people to migrate everywhere. The men would roll 
up a blanket and start out as "blanket stiffs" a looking 
for work at anything they could do. And the hobos would 
1 i ve in the jungles and was known as "jungle buzzards." 
Did you see many of them around here? 
We didn't see too many here because we're too far off 
the railroad, but once in a while a "blanket stiff" 
would go through. And when I was teaching over on 
Clover Fork there were several of 1 em come along the 
railroad there. And we fed some of 'em. When they'd 
stop in and ask for something to eat we'd, we'd give 
them something to eat and help them get started on their 
way. 
How did the 
And a great many of them rode the rods on the railroad, 
if you know what that means. 
How did the war affect you? World War II this timeo 
Well, uh, when it begun, or just before it begun, I was 
in the WPA offices, supervising clerk, and I laid myself 
off as private employment. A fellow wanted a door put 
in the house and I took that job and went to private 
employment. And then as things commenced to get on, 
why they needed help on other things, and I went to 
Maryland, to Laurel, Maryland, and worked out there in 
the truck bed and trailer factory for about three weeks 
and was called back. There was a lot of the boys from 
around the falls, and in there, had gone out there and 
got work. Your Uncle Ruble ,was one of them. And Bud 
Dennison, and, uh, eh, let's see, Emmet Lewis. I know 
there were three of 'em that was out there. And, uh, 
the, uh, Clarence Ancell's boys was out there. I know 
they were all out there. And they persuaded me that I 
could get a job out there and I went out there and they 
NDM: 
ABS: 
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put me to work at, uh, full construction carpenter's 
wages on the job, the first thing. 
Was this after war, the war started? 
The, the war was just about starting then and, and, uh, 
they had already registered for the army. And Bud 
Dennison was called off of his job there, he was cutting 
and drilling steel in the factory there. And the old 
boss, Hope Hatter, come around one day and said, "Mister, 
what are you doing?" I said, "I'm waiting for Shorty to 
get some bolts here." He said, "You come and go with me." 
And he took me to the work bench and put me to cuttin' 
and drillin' steel. And I worked at that 'til George 
Jackson, he wrote me a special delivery letter, called 
me by telephone, sent me a telegram, and then called 
me by telephone to come and straighten out a bunch of 
leases he had. And I come into Clarksburg and straightened 
that up and come on in home and done some leasing for him 
and then, uh, I stayed home. And that was before I got 
on as, uh, supervising clerk. And I laid myself off and 
when I was on the county agriculture committee, which was 
also the manpower committee. And they sent me out around 
over my section of the district to check on the farms and 
see what they was doing, make a list of what they was 
doing, and what manpower they'd need. And they sent 
another man to make a list on me. And I didn't know it 
at the time but I found out that my little place there 
and what I was a carrying on there as a farm project, 
for my living, required almost as much manpower as, uh, 
Mr. Will Stalnaker down there at Bulltown with all that 
big farm, required on his farm. He was mostly in the 
cattle business and vegetable raising and I was in the 
dairy business. And it made the difference in the rating 
for manpower needed for carrying on the work. But (clears 
throat) uh, they took a bunch of the fellows that had been 
on WPA, wasn't a making it too good here and was on the 
sub-standard farms, that would go ••• they took them 
out to Delaware to work on the farms and to work in the 
factories out there. And among them, Garl Prince and his 
family went. And they come back through, and they had a 
fellow by the name of Melvin bring them through. And I 
think that they was working on his farm at that time. And, 
uh, they sold him the place that they had up the river 
there from the falls while they was out here. And they 
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persuaded him he could get a job out there. So they 
took him out there and Bessie decided that we'd better 
go too, so we sold off our cows, all but one or two, 
and got Dick Marple to take care of what was left. And 
we went out there and Nason jot a job with, uh, a Sileo 
ser-, a cutrate store. And he worked there a while and 
he moved over to the American Food Store and they put 
him, at the American store, to cutting meat. And Bessie 
had got a job with, uh, Sears Roebuck Company's retail 
store there. She had a good job and, finally I got on 
at the airbase there as a fireman. And when they finally 
got me located, they located me in the heat room of the 
officer's mess hall at the Dover Air Base. 
The what room? 
The heat room. I fired a boiler there that furnished 
the heat for the officer's mess hall, and for their 
cooking. And I was on day duty. The heat boss took 
a liking to me and he put me on day duty all the time. 
And we had some fellows on the job there, they'd get 
drunk and, once in a while, one of them would get sick 
'til they couldn't perform their job as a fireman properly. 
And whenever he had a vacancy on a night shift, he'd push 
me over onto their job and for every holiday and Sunday 
that I worked, I got time and a half. And for the night, 
extra night duties, I got time and a half. So I made 
pretty good pay while I was there, but, along in March, 
when the weather commenced to warm up, I found myself 
a walkin' that heat room like a lion in a cage. 
What year was this? 
Huh? That was the winter of forty-three and forty- four . 
We went out there in December, forty-three. And in 
March forty-four, I found myself walking there and I 
told them that I was coming home. The heat boss says, 
"You can I t do it." I said, "You read my release from 
the farm." He got it out and read it. He said, "I see 
what you mean." He said, "We'd like to keep you, but," 
he said, "we can I t unless you wanta stay." I had got 
it written so that I was released from the farm for 
whatever time that I considered that I could be loose 
from the farm, 'til the farm would need me to work 
again. And when March come, and spring come, it was 
time to start the spring worko So I come back home 
and Nason come with me. He quit ·his job and come with 
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Bessie to stay 'til the sale was over so they wouldn't 
have to break in a new clerk. And so she stayed 'til 
the sale was over and then she come back. And that 
was our contribution to the Second World War. 
Did your farm furnish any material for the market? 
We were selling creamery butter. We were selling from 
five to ten gallons of cream a week (clears throat) . 
I'd like to skip up a little bit ahead now and talk 
about the Burnsville Dam . What year did you find out, 
er • • • 
They made the first survey at my place in nineteen and 
thirty-seven. 
Then you definately heard when, that the darn was being 
built? 
And it went on and went on and, uh, it was up, up in the 
sixties before, if I remember right, before they commenced 
to really buying . When they come in there, uh, checking 
on the absentee ownership . Because I had written those 
leases I had a pretty good idea of the older transfers 
and there was time after time they'd come to me to find 
out about patches of land, where they'd find the owners. 
And I cooperated with 'em . And then finally the time 
come and they had the darn a building and they was buying 
the last of the properties for the recreation around 
the falls there, they took mine. 
What year did you leave there? You remember? 
I left there, I sold out to them finally on the eighteenth 
of September, nineteen and seventy- four . And Bessie and 
me went to Sutton in the morning of the eighteenth of 
September and signed the deed over to the land man there 
for the Corps of Engineers . They gave me a treasury check 
for what was corning to me on the land . And we come back 
home, talked a few minutes, got in the car, and come over 
here and Mr. Montgomery showed Nason around the place 
here . Mrs. Montgomery got dinner and while we was eating, 
right at this place here, not at this table, but right at 
this same location, and Mr . Montgomery said, "Mr . Shock," 
he said, "you and me will go down to Weston in my car and 
hunt the lawyer up . " He said, "Mrs . Shock can stay 'til 
we come back." Nason had something he had to do and he 
was leaving. So we got in the car and went down and, 
uh, we went to the lawyer's office and told him what we 
wanted and the deed to this property is dated the eighteenth 
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Okay, question. Did you want to leave the falls? 
I would like to be there yet, at that same property, 
from the simple fact that I had those bottoms built 
up 'til they were producing. In 1972, · I furnished 
twenty families apples for their use, off of the trees 
there on the place. And I furnished pears to seven 
families. I don't have but two apple trees here and 
they're not very good apples. There's a wild pear 
tree here, a seedling pear tree here, but the pears 
are not usable. 
Okay, another question: Did you get a fair price? 
You don't have to tell me what, but did you get a fair 
price for your land? 
Well, I'll put it this way. I got enough out of that 
property over there to buy this property including the 
farm machinery. 
Another question ••• 
But I only got 78 acres here and I had 94 over there. 
I had 8 acres of level ground over there and I've got 
less than 2 acres here . I had a good basement to the 
house over there and uhere's no basement here. I had 
all that fruit a growing over there and there's no 
fruit here. 
was the dam needed? 
Well, in my opinion, it was not. 
Were you under, or ever subjected to any, what you thought 
might be a little strong-arm tactics? 
ABS: No. 
NDM: No one threatened you in any way? 
ABS: No, no they treated me very well. Uh, when the, uh, 
appraiser came to appraise the place he measured every 
room and took a note of what it was constructed of. 
He measured the basement and noted what it was constructed 
of and included the cellar that was built under, in the 
side of the basement. He took note of the two wells and 
the spring and the amount of piping it took to run the 
water from the spring to the house. He took note of all 
the shrubbery we had in the yard and he had me tell him 
about the apple trees and the nut trees that I had growing, 
and the grapevines. And he measured every building I had 
on the place and took a note of the construction of it. 
And he even went out and measured the shed that I had 
built over my wood saw. 
NDM: Oh, I ••• let's pop this thing out of here_ Mr. Shock, 
and start another one, should we? 
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Okay, you say he measured all your bui+dings? 
Yes, he measured, he measured all the buildings and 
took note of the kind of fences I had on the place 
and took note of all the different kinds of fruit and 
nut trees I had growing. 
What al:out your timber on your property? 
(Laughs) I took care of that. 
Did he pay you for ••• 
A little over a year before they bought there was a 
fellow come in there. He said, "I want to buy this 
timber and get it out before the engineers buy your 
property." I said, "Well, it'll be about a year before 
they buy." And he said, "I'll give you twenty five," 
He said, uh, "Give me an option on it," he said, "twenty 
five hundred dollars." Well, I didn't have that much 
timber because it'd been taken off in 1959. And most 
of the timber that was left was cull. And I said, "For 
that • • • for a dollar, " I said, "I' 11 let you look 
at it." So I took him around and looked over it and I 
think there was about fifteen or twenty good trees. 
And we come back and he said, "It's too, too much." 
He said, "I offered you too much." He said, "What' 11 
you take for what timber you've got?" I throwed my head 
back and figured what I thought the timber standing was 
worth, doubled it, and I said, "I' 11 take so much for it." 
He said, "Well, we' 11 take it." And so they sent a man 
in there to cut it. Let's see, Mr. Bishop had the contract 
of cutting it. I think it was Bill Bishop, if I'm not 
mistaken. He come in there and he got, uh, I think he 
got one of the Burns boys to help him, to do the sawing 
first, and later on he got Loy Cunningham to come in and 
help finish it. And they skidded it out and part of it 
wa~ taken out and part of it wasn't. So about a week 
before their time was up I called the fellow that had the 
contract and told him that his time was running out and 
that his contract was going to be up and whatever was left 
would revert to me. So they got in a hurry and took out 
what they had out, but the fellow that had bought the 
contract, or the fellow that had bought the timber of me, 
I, it was an outfit here at Weston, they liked to blowed 
their top because they didn't get the amount of timber 
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me about it, I said, "Well, I knew that there was only 
so many trees that was good timber. The rest of it was 
cull stuff." I said, "I told that man . that the timber 
had all been taken off in fifty nine and in that length 
of time it couldn't grow back." 
the mine props." So that's what 
on my place. I got my money out 
I got all it was worth. 
I · said, "He took even 
happened to the timber 
of it. I mean I got, 
You got a fair price, you think, out of your land? 
I got a fair price out of the timber, more than fair. 
But did you get a fair price out of the land? 
And out of the land, I would say that, uh, as land, as 
land and property was going at that time, I got a fair 
price. 
Do you think anyone around there did not get a fair price? 
Well, there was some of them got a lot more than was a 
corning to 'em for what they had. 
Do you think that Wilbur and Eagan Veith were treated 
shabbily, or what? 
No, I do not. 
Why do you say that, sir? 
(Clears throat)for what they had there and what they 
could have got and moved to, you know, Pearl bought 
the, and Wilbur bought this place here at Ireland, right 
there against the store and the post office and the church 
and the funeral home, if you wanta put it that way. And 
Wilbur was just too hard headed to leave the falls and 
move over there. That's the reason he got treated as 
shabbily as he did. He just was too hard headed to do 
anything. He was supposed to be a trustee of the church 
there at the falls when they was a tryin' to buy it and 
he wouldn't sign the deed for anything. So the church 
folks, they appointed another trustee in his place to 
get the deed made. 
Now, do you think the benefits of this darn are worth, 
or let us put it this way, override the bad points of 
moving people out? 
Well, what I'm going to say is this. The darn, the Burnsville 
Darn, took some of the best farm land in Braxton County and 
it's taken away from all generations yet to come as long as 
that dam's there. The same thing is being done with the 
Stonewall Jackson Darn here in Lewis County. They're taking 
away some of the best farm land in Lewis County and it will 
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exists. And, also, it is, uh, tying up the minerals 
that could have been mined or taken out from under 
that land for energy in this time of an energy crisis. 
What about recreation? Is it worth it? 
I don't think the recreation is worth the price that 
they're, being paid for it. 
Why do you think they're so insistent on putting a darn 
over there, then? 
Huh? 
Why do you think they were so insistent upon putting a 
darn at Burnsville and now at Stonewall Jackson Darn and 
Skin Creek? 
(Clears throat) I think it was a political, political 
thing to start with. Of course they said when they was 
a fixing the darn, fixing to build the darn, that it would 
benefit the people down the river from being flooded. 
But after the darn was in at Burnsville, Glenville was 
flooded just the same. 
Why? 
They didn't take into consideration those streams that 
flow, come into the Little Kanawha River from Burnsville 
to Glenville. You count those, you count those streams 
that cornein there, Salt Lick and Oil Creek come in there 
at Burnsville and those little streams that come in there, 
Buffalo Shoal, Hyer's Run, and Copen Run, and Sand Fork, 
well all those streams down there are draining a large 
area of basin. And as long as there is a flash flood, 
like I have seen on Fall Fun, hits one of those streams, 
those places down there will be flooded in spite of all 
that the Burnsville Darn can do. Another thing about it, 
if I'm not mistaken, there's a quicksand under that 
Burnsville Darn. It's all through this country. They go 
through it when they drill for oil and gas. And they 
haven't stabilized it. 
The darn is not stable? 
Unless it's been, well, they tried to stabilize it here 
a few years ago after it was built. 
How? 
They had some company go in there and do something to it. 
I didn't~ I didn't go over to see but I understood that 
they had some drilling and work done there to stabilize 
the darn when it didn't hold water. 
In nineteen thirty-seven ••• 
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In 1937, or let's put it, let's put it this way, did 
Burnsville, did Falls Mill, at one time have a flooding 
problem? 
Well, in nineteen and thirty five, Fall Run raised eleven 
feet in less than two hours. 
Do you think that could happen today? 
It'll happen again, sometime, I don't know when. But 
what once, in the way of a flood, will happen again. 
That's, that's nature. And in forty three, that one 
hit Heater and Copen Run. 
Okay, but now a lot of people ••• 
And that, that come in at Burnsville and below Burnsvilleo 
That was when Heater washed away. 
Let's get back to the Burnsville Corps of Engineers 
purchasing. Mrs. Brady had to move. Did she get a 
fair price for her property, do you think? 
Now, I can't tell about that. I don't know what she got. 
I do know that she didn't get a good place to live. But 
that was her fault. She wouldn't go where, to any of the 
places that they showed her. She wanted to stay close to 
Falls Mill. 
How about Arden Veith's store? 
(Clears throat) Arden and me talked that over and, uh, 





Meaning that Arvel was dead and Forrest was retired, and 
not well, I think that it was a good thing that they got 
out when they did . I think that it was a very good thing 
for them to get out when they did. Arden and me talked 
it over and he told me what they was offering him for it 
and I told him to horse trade a little bit. He dido And 
I knew that, uh, they had some surplus money that they 
could add on above the first offer. I'd found that out 
when they started to deal with me. And I told him, I 
said, "You, you horse trade with 'em a little bit." 
I said, "They'll raise it." And I think he got about 
what was reasonable and just, at that time. If it was 
today it would have to be twice that, because inflation 
has just doubled everything in the last five years. 
Generally speaking then, was the Corps of Engineers 
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There was some of them that they didn't offer enough 
for, I'll agree with that. I know of one or two that, 
uh, they wasn't offered a fair market price for what 
they had, but generally, I think they got what they 
should have had. I knew of two or three people that 
got more than they could have got any other way for 
their property. I could name them if it was necessary 
but I prefer not to. 
Not necessary. Do you think that they used any bullying 
tactics at all? 
I, they didn't with me. They didn't with me. 
Then your only complaint is the fact of the dam itself. 
That's it. 
I see. I'll tell you what we'll do then, Mr. Shock. 
I'm getting tired of listening to you and you're probably 
getting tired of talking, so let's just cut this one off 
for a while, okay? 
Help yourself. 
